2. Deadly Dancers
Scuttling scorpions are repulsive stingers. They’ve come to symbolise secrecy, lust and death. Yet we fear them most for the sting in their tails.

Scorpions thrive in many different habitats around the world.These ancient  animals have stung their way through 450 million years.Scorpions can survive the hottest places on earth and they can be brought back to life after being frozen solid for 3 weeks. They can even thrive in radiation levels 200 times higher than the lethal dose for humans.

Vibration sensitive hairs detect the movements of prey. Fierce front pincers secure the victim.

Then the sting is delivered through a syringe like spike. Venom attacks the nervous system, paralysing the prey. The scorpion feasts using its second set of pincers.

Scorpions  also use their sting to defend themselves from each other. But their stings can turn mating into a deadly dance. Romantic intentions can end in a fight to the death.

Despite their chemical arsenal, scorpions are on the menu for a number of animals. Meerkats know how to disarm the sting before they dine on scorpion. This may look risky, but Meerkats are immune to the worst effects of scorpion venom.

This is not true for humans. Although most scorpions are relatively harmless to man, it is wise to be wary. The massive imperial scorpion may look dangerous yet it is harmless to people. But this tiny, two inch scorpion from Trinidad is responsible for over 400 attacks each year. Locals believe the only cure for a sting is to eat the scorpion that delivered the venom.

The fat tailed scorpion of Northern Africa is the most deadly of all. The sheer volume of its venom coupled with its outright aggression makes the fat tail a real killer. Its venom is as strong as a Cobra’s.

Unwary tourists can sometimes feel the sting of the highly venomous yellow scorpion. A Sting from one of these creatures causes excruciating pain in seconds and worse is to come: convulsions, paralysis, cardiac arrest, and anaphylactic shock.

Without anti-venom he could have become another victim of these deadly stingers.

