Gold

The history of gold is the history of the world. This precious metal is an enduring symbol of perfection, wealth and superiority, but it is rare, elusive and hard to come by.
The Egyptians worshipped gold. For them it represented the divine. And they buried their Kings in it to establish a connection with their Sun God Ra.
A symbol of enduring value, gold has been used as a currency for centuries. 

Hey Boys! Look, I’ve struck it rich, I’ve found gold, gold gold!
In 1847 one man found gold in the bed of a Californian river. And so began the Californian Gold Rush. Men came in their thousands and the city that we now know as San Francisco was born.
Today most of the world’s gold is found, not in rivers, but deep within the earth. Often over two miles down into the earth where temperatures and humidity are unbearably high.

The mined ore is crushed and heated to extract the gold, and the molten metal poured off into molds. The irony is that once mined, most of the gold in circulation today is buried again. At the Federal Reserve Bank in New York, billions of dollars worth of gold are stored underground - all owned by different countries from around the world. As the countries buy and sell the gold is shifted from one side of the room to another.

Gold has a well earned reputation. It is virtually indestructible. It doesn’t rust or tarnish and is extremely malleable. One ounce can be beaten into a hundred and eighty seven square feet of gold leaf. It is also biologically benign and so used widely in medicine and dentistry.

Gold is a superb conductor of electricity, which has made it essential to everyday life. It is in phones, photocopiers and televisions and every microchip in the world depends on gold circuitry. Every time you hit a key on your computer keyboard, you strike gold, as gold contacts take your commands in to the computer. But above all, it is used where truly reliable electrical contacts really matter. Airbags in cars are triggered by gold contacts in sensors in the front bumper. 

As a symbol of the sun, it is perhaps fitting that gold has become most useful to man in its ability to reflect heat.
