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„FIMFARUM – THE THIRD TIME LUCKY 3D“

containing fairy-tales:

The Hat and the Little Jay Feather

How the Ogres Died Out in the Mountains

Reason and Luck

Just a few figures from the making of the Third Time Lucky: 

The shooting of all the three fairy-tales took 24 months, the first one starting in February 2008 – it adds up to 450 shooting days. Including post-production the time for making the movie nears almost three years. Altogether more than 70 puppets were made for this movie, including pigs, a horse, a cat, a squirrel, a jaybird, an owl… and an Executioner. The number of props goes into thousands, the number of sets into dozens. The new Fimfarum is a truly exquisitely staged picture combining traditional puppet animation with computer animation, extremely challenging post-production and a completely new possibility to see a Czech movie for the first time stereoscopically, in 3D.

The total production budget of the film was nearly 30 million Czech crowns, that is approx.1 200 000 EUR.

The biggest crowd scene involves 29 puppets. If we consider that the number of moveable parts on one puppet can be as many as 40 (eyes, eyebrows, all joints, including moveable toes) and multiply it by the number of puppets used in the scene, we arrive at 1,200 moves in one frame. Multiplied again by the number of frames in an average shot (circa 6 seconds) we realise that the animator had to make a staggering 174,000 moves of the puppets in that particular shot. Well, yes, maybe he didn’t have to move all of them at the same time; nevertheless we can safely assume 100,000 movements were actually made. 

The animator can shoot on average one five second shot per day. We were shooting with 3-4 animators at the same time, altogether we had 10 animators for the whole movie (yet without computer tricks and animation), and we were shooting on three sets simultaneously. 

The new Fimfarum brought together our traditional film-makers (the pair of Vlasta Pospíšilová and Petr Poš) and completely young, green film-makers for whom it was an opportunity to show their talent for the first time to cinema-goers in the Czech republic and abroad. The shortest fairy-tale was shot by a couple of young ladies Kristina Dufková and Denisa Grimmová Abrhámová. In the longest fairy-tale the director David Súkup worked together with the Spanish artist Patricia Ortiz Martinéz. This is the first Fimfarum where there are more women than men. And as for the voice-over actors, Jan Werich’s voice will be complemented by Ota Jirák, Jiří Macháček, Miroslav Krobot, Roman Říčář and Miroslav Vladyka. 

A brief word now about the new fairy-tales: in „How the Ogres Died out in the Mountains“  a film crew sets out for the deep woods of the Šumava Mountains to find out whether there are or are not ogres living there and playing their ancient game of who’s bigger. In „The Hat and the Little Jay Feather“ a King has three sons. He summons only two of them, as Jack the youngest is not really taken seriously by anyone. When the King was young, he forgot his beloved hat adorned with a little jay feather somewhere high in the mountains and now towards the end of his life he misses it badly. The roads into the mountains are bad and it is a question of whether it will be the first son’s Bugasserati or the second son’s Super Bull-digger that gets there first. Or will it be the moped driven by Jack? And can a son of the King become the overall world champion in all the competitions in all the categories? The longest fairy-tale called „Reason and Luck“ ponders the essential question of whether you can live without reason, or without luck. When Mr.Reason and cool dude Luck make a bet, it is to be decided by the pig herder Louis. 

The movie will open in Czech cinemas on 10 February 2011.

The chief producer is MAUR Film Company, executive producer Martin Vandas.
Co-producers are Česká televize, Krátký film Praha and Felix International.

Script: Jiří Kubíček, Martin Vandas

Directors: Kristina Dufková, Vlasta Pospíšilová, David Súkup

Art: Denisa Grimmová Abrhámová, Petr Poš, Patricie Ortiz Martinéz

Cameramen: Hubert Hesoun, Zdeněk Pospíšil

Music: Karel Holas (Čechomor), Vladimír Merta
Central song: Jaroslav Uhlíř, Zdeněk Svěrák

Sound: Marek Musil

The movie is supported by a Czech State Fund for the support and development of Czech cinematography; the technology was provided by the partner – companies Servodata a.s. and Fujifilm Czech. The film was made in the studios of Hafan film, Anima, Bystrouška and DEMA production.   
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