Rubies & Sapphires

Rubies and Sapphires have added sparkle and color to our lives for centuries, gracing godly statues and man alike. The name sapphire comes from the Greek word for blue, and it is seen as the celestial stone.
Ancient Persians believed that the earth rested on a giant sapphire and its reflection colored the sky. Sapphire is found in all colors of the heavens from blue, to the golden color of a sunrise, to the orange of sunsets, and the mauve of twilight

It is said that Moses was given the Ten Commandments on tablets of sapphire making it one of the most sacred of gems. Christian leaders often wore sapphire rings in the past due to this heavenly connection. 

The finest blue sapphires were found in Kashmir where they were once bartered for their weight in salt. They can also be found across South East Asia where they are still mined and cut in the traditional way.

Both sapphires and rubies are made from the same substance, corundum but only true red stones are called rubies. Rubies are known for their fiery red and can exceed all other gems in price even diamonds.

It was highly valued throughout history and was surrounded by myths. In the ancient world the ruby was known as the ‘King of Stones’ and wearing a ruby was thought to bless the person with health, wisdom and wealth.

Medics associated their color with blood and used it to cure blood related ailments… Whilst others believed that rubies were simply sapphires that had ripened like fruit.

In 17th Century India Shah Jahan, a Mogul emperor ruled the land from his legendary peacock throne, set with hundreds of gems, including 108 rubies.
Today the most sumptuous rubies come from Myanmar, where 80 % of the world’s rubies are mined. It is here that the most precious rubies can be found, famous for their dark red color, described as ‘pigeon’s blood’. 

Both sapphires and rubies make beautiful jewellery, but this is not all they are used for. In the 1950’s the first synthetic sapphires and rubies were created, leading to their use in modern technology.

Shot laser moving across screen Shot pink laser light Rubies are today used for lasers, producing powerful and pure red light.
Sapphires too can be found in anything from supermarket checkouts, to orbiting satellites in space. Rubies and sapphires beauty and color will ensure that they are cherished for generations to come, and their hardness and clarity make them essential for a future filled with technology.
