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SCENE 1
BUSH EXT / DAY


DESERT LANDSCAPE.  IN THE LEFT CORNER OF THE SCREEN.

1.GRIOT(v/o):
Let me show you the old village of Hitou.

PEOPLE ARE SINGING AND DANCING AND PLAYING MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. 

2.GRIOT(v/o):
People are happy here….but things have not…..

SCENE 2
ROYAL PALACE / EXT / DAY

3. GRIOT(v/o):
…….always been this way. 

THE GRIOT LOOKS IN THROUGH THE PALACE WINDOW.

4. GRIOT:
The King was cruel. He imprisoned people without just cause and killed without pity.  What nobody knew was the reason for his cruelty. The king was mad.

5. TYRANT:
Help!  The mask’s attacking me!

6. TYRANT:
If the elders realise I am mad, they’ll get rid of me.  (HE HOLDS HIS HEAD IN HIS HANDS)

SCENE 3
PALACE / EXT / DAY


A LARGE CROWD OF PEOPLE PUSHES IN FRONT OF THE PALACE. 

7. TYRANT:
A beautiful village like mine should not have to support people who cannot work.  

8. MAN:
But the elders are the most respected and revered…

9. TYRANT:
(CUTTING HIM OFF) How dare you?! You can go too! By tomorrow morning only children will be tolerated in this village. (HE PAUSES, SMILING) So, my young hope, take the old rubbish away and kill them. Anyone disobeying will be fed to my beasts.

10. GRIOT:
The Tyrant had spoken.  Would the young blindly obey him and kill their parents and grandparents?

11. GRIOT:
One boy Raogo lived alone with his elderly father.  The rest of his family had died at a time of drought.  He did not want to lose the only family he had.

SCENE 4
VILLAGE / EXT/INT / NIGHT

12. FATHER:
(WHISPERING) Don’t come back. It’s too risky.

13. RAOGO:
But you’ll need food and water. I’ll come every day.

14. FATHER:
If I die today I’ll die peacefully knowing what a good son you are.

SCENE 5
VILLAGE/EXTERIOR/NIGHT

15. TYRANT:
That’s it! Sweep them away! Sweep the rubbish away!

SCENE 6
PALACE / INT/ MORNING

16. TYRANT:
(HAPPILY) What a beautiful day!

17.FAVOURITE:
(SHE TURNS AROUND AGAIN)


How dare you say that? Think of all those children in mourning because of you. 
18.TYRANT:
(ANNOYED)

Don't speak to me in that tone. The young people obey me because they love me. 

19.FAVOURITE:
Hah! They hate you.

20.TYRANT:
They hate me...?  Hate me?  Huh...you can’t…

21.TYRANT:  
They don’t hate me, they love me, they love me. I’ll prove it to you.

22.GRIOT:
And so the young people were summoned once more to the palace.

SCENE 7
PALACE / EXT / DAY

23.FRIEND:
What more is he going to ask of us?

24.RAOGO:
We must do something.

25.FRIEND:
Shh... be quiet;  there he is.

26.TYRANT:
Young people of my kingdom, I have called you here today to build me a new palace. (GASPS FROM THE CHILDREN) A palace that is worthy of me … a palace built between the Earth and the sky. If you do not, I will know that you hate me.

27. RAOGO:
But that’s impossible!

28. TYRANT:
And you.. for daring to question your king.. you, you will also bring me something that is not alive but can move.


Now go! Tomorrow, I wish to move into my new palace.

29. FAVOURITE: 
Follow me.

30.FAVOURITE:
I am risking my own life, but I must explain something to you.  The King is mad.  He will end up by destroying us all.  He's already made you kill the elders, hasn't he?

31.RAOGO:
Rest assured Madame, the elders have been hidden in the desert. We just, we couldn't kill them.

32.FAVOURITE:
(RELIEVED)

Thank goodness! (PAUSE) But soon we will have to save ourselves.  The King sees things that come alive in his eyes.  Every day he becomes more dangerous.

SCENE 8
CAVE / EXT-INT / DAY

33.FATHER:
What made you run like this?

34.RAOGO:
A snake!

35.FATHER:
(LAUGHS) It's only a rope which I hid at the entrance to frighten away animals.   

36.RAOGO:
(RAOGO LAUGHS, THEN LOOKS AT THE OBJECT AND SMILES) That's the way! 

37.FATHER:
What's the way?

38.RAOGO:
Father. I need your help.

SCENE 9
PALACE / EXT / DAY

WHISPERING AMONGST THE YOUNG PEOPLE

39.TYRANT:
Where is my palace?

MORE WHISPERING AMONGST THE YOUNG PEOPLE

40. TYRANT:
Where is my palace?

41.TYRANT:
If no-one can build me what I asked, you will all die.

42.RAOGO:
Majesty, may our ancestors grant you strong health and a long life so that you reign eternally.

43.TYRANT:
You again, you wretch!

44.RAOGO:
(BOWING) Your majesty. We are, all of us, ready to build your vast palace between the sky and the earth. 

45. TYRANT:
Get on with it then.

46. RAOGO:
But would you really want, to leave it to us children to determine the ideal placing of your home?  

47.TYRANT: 
(ON REFLECTION)

Huh, what was that you said?

48.RAOGO:
Majesty, if you fix the boundary for the palace, we will gladly build it.

49.TYRANT:
(ASTONISHED)


Wonderful! (PAUSE) But how will you (SNEERING) children build it?

50.FATHER:
The ancestors will advise them, but the palace will never be inhabited by you because soon the ancestors will take their revenge on you for having killed the village elders.

51.TYRANT:
Where have you come from?  

52.raogo:
Are, are you talking to me your Majesty?

53.TYRANT:
(STUTTERING) I saw an old man. My beasts saw an old man.

54.RAOGO:
Majesty, we haven't any old people here...  you told us to get rid of them.

55.TYRANT:
(TO HIMSELF)  Oh... these hallucinations again... (HE PULLS HIMSELF TOGETHER)  My little one, you who knows so many things, have you brought me something that is not alive but can move by itself?

56.RAOGO:
Yes, your Majesty, here it is.

57.RAOGO:
Majesty, excuse me but... I can’t make it move.

58.TYRANT:
But it is moving. (HE TURNS TO HIS BEASTS. THEY ARE BARKING WILDLY AT THE MOVING ROPE. HE TURNS  BACK TO THE CROWD OF YOUNG PEOPLE)  


Can't you see it moving? 

59.YOUNG PEOPLE:
No.

60.TYRANT:
But look! Look! It’s coming after me! It wants me! Noooooooooo!

61.TYRANT:
Oh no no, the ghosts, the ancestors...no..no..no.. it cannot be…no…no

SCENE 10 
VILLAGE / EXT / DAY

62.GRIOT(v/o):
Such was the sad end to our Tyrant.  He was found dead some days later, in the middle of the bush.  The old people that he had taken for ancestors were none other than those he had ordered to be killed, returning home to help the young.  

63. GRIOT(v/o):
In spite of his young age, Raogo was made King of the village and from that day, joy returned to the hearts of these peaceful people..
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