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SCENE 1 - FOREST, LATE AUTUMN, EVENING 

1. NARRATOR: 
Once, not so long ago, there was a forester, whose name was Black Beard.   All day he tended the trees in the forest and he was happy working there.   But at home, his sons brought grief upon him...

SCENE 2 - INTERIOR FAMILY HUT - FOREST CLEARING
2. JUNIOR:
Ow!  You're hurting me!

3. ELDER:
Let go then!

4. JUNIOR:
Ow!

5. JUNIOR:
[CLOSE TO TEARS]  I didn't start it - he did.

6. FATHER:
Every day, I tell you not to fight with your brother, every day you let me down. 

7. MOTHER:
Come on, your supper's ready.

SCENE 3 - INTERIOR
8. FATHER:
It is time for me to go to the village.  To fetch our winter supplies.

9. MOTHER:
So soon?

10. FATHER:
Oh, winter will come early this year.

11. MOTHER:
It's important that I come too.     You're sure to forget something.   [SHE SMILES].

SCENE 4 - EXTERIOR FAMILY HUT - MORNING
12. FATHER:
Lock the doors fast at night and use last year's logs for the fire.

13. ELDER:
I know.

14. FATHER:
Look after your brother, and don't let him out of your sight.  Do I have your word on it?

15. ELDER:
Yes Father.

16. FATHER:
Here are the matches.   Keep them safe.

17. NARRATOR:
The two brothers lived happily for two whole days.   


But on the evening of the second day...

SCENE 5 - INTERIOR FAMILY HUT 

18. JUNIOR:
When will Mother be back?

19. ELDER:
Tonight.

20. JUNIOR:
It's getting colder, and colder...

21. ELDER:
Sshh... I'm trying to read.

22. JUNIOR:
And colder and colder...

23. ELDER:
Junior!

24. JUNIOR:
And colder...

25. ELDER:

(ANGRY GRUNTING EXCLAMATION)  Now leave me in peace!

26. NARRATOR:
Just a few minutes more reading, thought Elder, and he'd let his brother in.

27. ELDER:

Junior!


You can come in now.


Junior!

28. NARRATOR:
Elder had promised his parents not to let his brother out of 


his sight.  

29. ELDER:

(gasps)
30. NARRATOR:
Now his parents were returning.

SCENE 6 - INTERIOR FAMILY HUT

31. MOTHER:
(DESPERATE) I can't find him!  He's gone! 
32. FATHER:
[QUIETLY] Put on your coat, Elder, and get out.  Don't come back until you've found your brother - even if it takes you all Winter.

33. ELDER:
Yes Father.

34. NARRATOR:
Elder had seen his Father’s beard turn grey with grief. He knew he could never return without Junior.

SCENE 7 - EXTERIOR - DAY
35. ELDER:

Junior!  

36. ELDER:

Junior! Junior! 

37. NARRATOR:
Eventually he left the part of the forest he knew far behind him.

38. ELDER:

Junior! 

39. ELDER:

Junior!  

40. ELDER:
Stop that!   Stop!  I must find my brother.

41. NARRATOR:
The further Elder walked, the deeper the snow became and the more silent the forest.   He could no longer tell how long he had been walking, or how far.

42. GGF:
Boy?

43. GGF:
I've been waiting for you.

44. ELDER:
You have?

45. GGF:
Do you know who I am?

46. ELDER:
[SLIGHTLY APPREHENSIVE]  

Are you Grandfather Frost?

47. GGF:
[LAUGHS COLDLY]  Oh no, he is my son.    I am ten times colder than he. [AS HE PICKS UP HIS BAG]


Come with me, my young friend.

48. ELDER:
I can't.   I must look for my brother.

49. GGF:
I know where your brother is. Follow me.

SCENE 8 EXTERIOR/INTERIOR ICE PALACE - DAY
50. NARRATOR:
So Elder followed the silent steps of Great Grandfather Frost to a huge Ice Palace.  He passed room after room, all of which were cold... and all of which seemed empty, except one..

51. GGF:


This way.  Follow me.

SCENE 9 - INTERIOR ICE PALACE 
52. GGF 
Come and sit by my stove.

53. ELDER:
It's freezing!

54. GGF:
Of course.  It keeps me nice and cold all year through.

55. ELDER:

Where's my brother?

56. GGF:
You do not have to worry about your brother anymore.  He will leave you in peace.    

57. ELDER:
But you said you knew where...

58. GGF:
Isn't that what you wanted?


I too like peace.    

These noisy creatures do not give me any peace at all.

59. ELDER:
Are they dead?

60. GGF:
Not quite.  I've silenced them for the winter.  Now they must be cooked until you can see right through them.

This will be your work.

61. ELDER:
I won't do it.  I'll run away...

62. GGF:
Without your brother?


Give me your coat.

63. ELDER:
But I'll freeze.

64. GGF:
While you work, I will sleep.  Do not stop working until the box is empty.

65. ELDER:
Oh no!  Don't...

66. GGF:
Good night, Boy.

67. NARRATOR:
With a heavy heart Elder began to work.    If he worked for a long time or a short time he could not tell.   But all the time, he wondered where his brother might be, and if they would ever see each other again.

68. ELDER:

I must find him.

SCENE 10 MUSIC AND SONG:




Deep in the forest where children would play




A promise was broken, a trust was betrayed




You made a wish to be left on your own




Now you are alone far away from your home




But here in this winter land, hope will return




Remember his words 




There are lessons to learn.






This time everything's different





The story needs a new end





With another beginning





You'll be starting over again!




Silent and frozen this world is asleep




But your eyes are open, 




There's a promise to keep




Now that you've seen the cold light of day,




There's a friend by your side




Who can help you on your way.




When the Spring time arrives




And the ice begins to melt




You will get your second chance




Believe in yourself.





This time everything's different





A story with a new end





And there's another beginning





You're starting over again!
SCENE 11    INTERIOR, OUTSIDE DOOR OF ROOM 49.
69. GGF:
Boy! 

SCENE 12- INTERIOR PALACE, MAIN CHAMBER.

70. GGF:
You have disobeyed me.    Now you will learn the true meaning of cold..

71. GGF:
By morning you will be as cold and as clear as a piece of ice.

SCENE 13 - INTERIOR ICE PALACE - LATER THAT NIGHT
72. ELDER:
[TRIES THE LOCK] It won't work - the lock is still full of ice.
.73. ELDER:

(QUIETLY) Junior?  Oh no!

74. GGF:
Boy!  I warned you, Boy!

75. GGF:

No!

76. ELDER:
Run!

SCENE 14 - INTERIOR ICE PALACE

SCENE 15 - FOREST IN EARLY SPRING  
77. GGF:
Did you think you could escape me so easily?    I know you're here.


I offered you peace - for ever and ever.    Isn't that what you wanted?

78. ELDER:
NO!!
79. NARRATOR:
Great Grandfather Frost, cold of limb and cold of heart, followed the melting snow all the way back to his cold Kingdom where the ice never melts and winter never ends.

SCENE 16 - THE FOREST - DAY
80. ELDER:

Is that really you, Junior?

81. JUNIOR:
Can we play now?

SCENE 17 - INTERIOR FAMILY HUT - DAY
82. MOTHER:
Look, the birds have come back.


They're glad to see the spring.

83. JUNIOR:
Mother! 

84. MOTHER:
They're home.    The boys are home.

SCENE 18 - EXTERIOR FAMILY HUT - DAY
85. JUNIOR:
Oh, Mother!

86. ELDER:
[STOPS IN FRONT OF FATHER]  I brought him home Father - just like you asked.

87. FATHER:
Yes Elder.    I thought I'd lost you both. 

88. ELDER:
Father?

89. NARRATOR:
Sometimes people turn grey with grief, but joy can make the greyness vanish - it melts like frost in the sunshine.     Though it happens very seldom, it still does happen, sometimes.

SONG (OVER END CREDTIS):


When the Spring time arrives 


And the ice begins to melt


You will get your second chance


Believe in yourself.

This time everything's different




A story with a new end




And there's another beginning




You're starting over again!
THE END

8

