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SCENE 1
EXT – THE TWO MILLS

Marieke’s Song:

I wish I was a blackbird

Just fly around and sing

Away I fly

High up in the sky

On the wings of the wind.

And there I’d find my true love

In the early days of Spring

Together we fly

High up in the sky

On the wings of the wind.
WE SEE MARIEKE. HER FATHER LIES SLEEPING.  (FATHER SNORING).  THE WINDOW FLIES OPEN AND THE WIND BLOWS MARIEKE'S TAPESTRY OUT OF HER HANDS (MARIEKE GASPS).
1. MARIEKE:
Stop!  Stop it!  How often have I told you NOT to come inside!  We need you outside to turn the sails.  In here you're a nuisance!

MARIEKE'S FATHER COUGHS.

2. MARIEKE:
Be quiet!  You'll wake father with your silly behaviour!  Out!  OUT!!!  Shoo!  Go on!  Shoo-shoo-shoo-shoo!!!

3. FATHER:
Marieke, what was that?

4. MARIEKE:
Oh...nothing...just the wind...

5. FATHER: 
(YAWNING) Did you ask our three neighbours to come and see us? 

6. MARIEKE:
Yes, father. They should be here soon.

SCENE 2


THREE MEN ARE APPROACHING: CORNELIUS, DIRK, AND THEIR YOUNGEST BROTHER JAN.  JAN HAS TWO PACKAGES IN HIS HANDS. 
7. DIRK:
Oof! 
What's that?

8. JAN:
A present for Marieke and one for her father.

9. CORNELIUS:
Why?

10. JAN:
Because they invited us.

11. DIRK:
...and because you're in love with Marieke!

12. CORN.:
(SHOUTING AND LAUGHING)


Now Marieke will be in love with me!

(JAN CRIES OUT).

13. DIRK:
(ALSO SHOUTING AND LAUGHING)

...and her father will give me his mill when he dies!

THE WIND BLOWS CORNELIUS’ CAP OFF.  HE DROPS THE PRESENT AS HE RUNS TO GET IT.  DIRK TRIES TO GET THE PRESENT, BUT THE DOG STOPS HIM.

13A. dirk:

oh!  Shoo!  Aah!  Uurgh!

14. CORN.:
Ooh!

14A. DIRK:

Uur!

SCENE 3


INSIDE MARIEKE AND HER FATHER'S MILL.  

WE HEAR KNOCKING AT THE DOOR. 

15. FATHER:

Come in, come in, the door's open.

THE THREE BROTHERS STEP INSIDE.  WHEN THE FATHER SLOWLY WALKS TOWARDS THEM, HE SUDDENLY LOSES HIS BALANCE 

15A. FATHER:
Oh!  Oh!

JAN PUTS HIS PRESENTS ON THE TABLE AND RUNS TO HELP THE FATHER.  CORNELIUS AND DIRK GRASP THE PRESENTS.


MARIEKE UNFOLDS HER PRESENT.

16. MARIEKE:
Oh Cornelius, that's lovely!  Did you make it yourself?

17. CORN.:
He-he.  Yes!


MARIEKE'S FATHER HAS UNFOLDED HIS PRESENT.

18. FATHER:
Thank you Dirk, that's very kind.

19. JAN:

...but...but I made the pre-


CORNELIUS PUSHES JAN DOWN ON A CHAIR, WHILE PUTTING ONE HAND OVER HIS MOUTH.

20. DIRK:
It was a pleasure carving it for you, sir.
21. FATHER:

When I was seeking marriage to Marieke's mother, her father had told me and my brothers of an island at the other side of the lake, and on that island grows a tree with golden apples.  (JAN, DIRK & CORNELIUS GASP).
I gave this golden apple to Marieke’s mother, as proof of my love for her.

Brothe- (HE COUGHS) Dear brothers.  I invited you here…

21A. DIRK (as Marieke gives him some milk):


Thank you very much.

21B. FATHER:
…because I feel that my end is near (MARIEKE GASPS)...So now it's my turn to give my daughter to whichever one of you brings her a golden apple as proof of his love. 

21C. DIRK.:

Hmmm…

DIRK GETS UP, BOWS TO THE FATHER AND SAYS QUICKLY:

22. DIRK.:
I’m sorry, sir, but I have to go back to work now.  Bye, bye, Marieke!
23. CORN.:

Me too!  Bye, bye Marieke!

THEY BOTH PUSH EACH OTHER OUT OF THE WAY AS THEY 

RUSH TO THE DOOR.

24. DIRK:

Uur!

24A. CORN.:

Uur!

25. JAN:

I’m sorry sir, but I'd better go too - there's only one boat!

26. MARIEKE:
What!?  Go, Jan, quick!!  Don't let your brothers get the golden apple.

SCENE 4
CORNELIUS AND DIRK RUN TOWARDS THE LITTLE ROWING BOAT. (CORNELIUS & DIRK –FIGHTING NOISES).  CORNELIUS JUMPS IN AND HITS DIRK WITH THE OAR.  DIRK HITS THE GROUND. CORNELIUS ROWS AWAY. 

27. CORN.:
(SHOUTING) Tell Marieke I want a big wedding cake with lots of cream!
JAN HELPS DIRK TO HIS FEET (JAN HELPING DIRK, DIRK GRUMBLING).

SCENE 5

ON THE EDGE OF THE LAKE MARIEKE PEERS OVER THE WATER.  THE WIND BLOWS HER APRON OVER HER FACE.  

28. MARIEKE:
Oh, stop it!  Can't you see I'm not in the mood?  Go and do something useful!

CORNELIUS SEES THE ISLAND WITH THE TREE WITH THE GOLDEN APPLES.  (CORNELIUS –ROWING, EXERTION NOISES).


BUT THEN THE WIND BLOWS THE BOAT WITH CORNELIUS BACK TO THE LAND (CORNELIUS SCREAMS).

MARIEKE LOOKS OUT OF HER WINDOW.

29. FATHER:
What's that noise?

30. MARIEKE:
Cornelius is back...

31. FATHER:
and...?
CORNELIUS FALLS OUT OF THE TREE (CORNELIUS GROANS).  JAN HELPS HIM (JAN HELPING) AND DIRK'S FACE APPEARS BEHIND THE WINDOW.  HE LAUGHS SLYLY.

SCENE 7


JAN THROWS OPEN THE DOORS OF THE SHED AND ROLLS OUT A BOAT.  (JAN EXERTION NOISES AS HE PUSHES THE BOAT FROM THE SHED).

DIRK GETS UP (YAWNS).  SEES JAN AND THE BOAT (EH? NOISE). 


SCENE 8

32. DIRK:
Wait!  Wait!  Marieke has something very important to tell you before you go!

32A. JAN:
Oh!

32B. DIRK:

Hehehe!

JAN RUNS TO MARIEKE'S MILL.  DIRK JUMPS IN THE BOAT AND SAILS AWAY.  

33. JAN:
Marieke!... Marieke!

34. JAN:
Why did you call me?

35. MARIEKE:
I didn't.  Look!

 (JAN GASPS IN SHOCK).  

36. DIRK:
See you at the wedding!

37. MARIEKE:
Why didn't you make a boat like that?

38. JAN:
I did make it!  He stole it from me!.... like he...

39. FATHER:
...stole this present...
WE SEE THE BOTTOM OF THE MILL, ON WHICH IS WRITTEN:  'JAN.'

40.MARIEKE:  
...and you made this too?

41. JAN:
Yes.

SCENE 9



DIRK LIES LAZILY IN THE BOAT (DIRK WHISTLES).  HE SAILS STRAIGHT TO THE TREE.  BUT THEN, IT BECOMES COMPLETELY QUIET. (DIRK STOPS WHISTLING).  (DIRK MAKES BEMUSED, DISCONTENTED NOISES)


DIRK DROPS HIS HAT IN THE WATER, THEN HE STARTS TO PADDLE WITH HIS HANDS, (DIRK YELPS EACH TIME HIS HANDS ENTER THE COLD WATER)  HE GIVES UP AND SITS SHIVERING IN THE BOAT AND SNEEZES..  (DIRK – ‘BRR…’ AND SHIVERING NOISES). 

42. DIRK:
Help...Help…


THE WIND BLOWS THE BOAT WITH DIRK BACK TO THE LAND (DIRK SCREAMS). IT LANDS IN THE TREE ON THE EDGE OF THE LAKE. 

43. FATHER: 
What's that wind up to?  What’s all that noise?

44. MARIEKE:
Dirk is back.

45. FATHER:
...and?


DIRK FALLS OUT OF THE TREE (DIRK CRYING OUT IN PAIN).  JAN HELPS HIM UP.

46. JAN:
Come on, Dirk.

(DIRK GRUMBLES).  

SCENE 10

47. MARIEKE: 
Pssst...
48. JAN: 
What - hello...

49. MARIEKE:  
Can you build another boat?

50. JAN:
I’ve used up everything we’ve got...

51. MARIEKE:
So what now?

52. JAN:
I'll swim.

53. MARIEKE:
But the water's freezing cold, and - I don't want you to drown.


JAN PUTS HIS ARM AROUND HER SHOULDER. MARIEKE SHIVERS AGAIN (MARIEKE – ‘BRRR’ AND SHIVERING).  

54. FATHER:
Marieke!  Come inside!  It's too cold out there!

55. MARIEKE:
Good night..

56. JAN:
Yes... sleep well...
SCENE 11


JAN APPEARS AT THE WINDOW OF THE MILL.  HIS EYES OPEN WIDE AND A HAPPY SMILE APPEARS ON HIS FACE (JAN GASPS HAPPILY). 

SCENE 12

JAN SITS ON THE EDGE OF THE LAKE AND TIES ON HIS SKATES.  WITH LONG STRIDES HE SKATES AWAY. 


CORNELIUS AND DIRK EMERGE FROM THE MILL, HOBBLING (CORNELIUS AND DIRK GROAN WITH PAIN).  THEN THEY SEE JAN.  THEY TURN TO EACH OTHER, GRUNTING IN SURPRISE AND ANNOYANCE.

The Skating Song (Jan & Marieke):

1st Verse - JAN only:


To my one and only true love

A golden apple I’ll bring

Together we’ll be

Eternally

Together we’ll dance and sing.

2nd Verse - JAN & MARIEKE:

Blow against my window

Blow the leaves off the trees

High or low

Blow wind blow

My true love back to me.


MARIEKE STANDS AT THE EDGE OF THE LAKE.

JAN ARRIVES AT THE ISLAND AND PICKS A GOLDEN APPLE.  THEN THE WIND, WITH ONE LONG PUFF, BLOWS JAN BACK TO THE LAND, 

DIRK PUTS ONE OF HIS STICKS IN FRONT OF JAN'S SKATES.  HE TRIPS OVER (JAN GASPS) AND THE GOLDEN APPLE FLIES THROUGH THE AIR.  CORNELIUS RUNS AFTER IT, CATCHES THE APPLE, BUT THEN SLIPS OVER THE ICE, FALLS AND LOSES THE APPLE...(CORNELIUS, DIRK & JAN: GENERAL FIGHTING NOISES, MARIEKE GASPS AS THE APPLE FLIES FROM BROTHER TO BROTHER) 

56A. DIRK:
Mine!  Mine!  Oh!  Mine!
THE GOLDEN APPLE LANDS SAFELY IN MARIEKE'S APRON (MARIEKE GASPS HAPPILY).  

THE WIND BLOWS DIRK AND CORNELIUS ALL OVER THE ICE (DIRK AND CORNELIUS SCREAMING AND YELLING AS THEY FLY IN THE AIR THEN FALL).

57. MARIEKE:  

Father!  Father!!!  Look!!!

SCENE 14

58. FATHER:
Now you can get married.

59. MARIEKE:
Thank you, father.

60. FATHER:
(LOOKING AT THE SKY)  You'd better thank the wind...(HE STARTS TO LAUGH) 

THE END
8

