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Scene 1
Song insert 1 here (sung by Podni over action)

Blue skies,

Green fields,

Sunlight shining through the trees, singing birds and buzzing bees,

Children playing on a cool fresh breeze,

Smell of spring and flying free,

These are things that mean the world to me 

They mean the world to me

They mean the world to me

They mean the world to me

Oooooooh ooooooh v/o Raja’s first speech

1.   RAJA
Yes... yes... that's the bird! What a voice! It shall sing in my palace.

SCENE 2

2.   Podni:

Podna my dear husband, you will have to look for food all by yourself today, I have to finish my housework.

3.   Podna: 
All right Begum Podni when I come back we’ll sing and talk  some more.

SCENE 3


4.   RAJA:
You'll live in my palace!

5.   RAJA:
And if you like I'll put your cage amidst the most beautiful flowers..on the beach of my own brand new lake...look!

Scene 4

6. Podna:
Podni, I'm home. Oh Podni.  Where are you?  

7.   Podna: 
Why are you crying?

8. Kitten: 
I was playing when a falcon swooped down on me (SOB). He dropped me here.. and I don’t know how to get down.  My mother will never find me.

9. Podna: 
No, no, don't cry.  I’ll go and find your mother.

10. Cat: 
If I wasn’t worried sick about my kitten, I would have eaten you up in one go, Mr. Podna

11. Podna: 
Your kitten is alive.

12. Cat: 
(with surprise)

My kitty! Oh, where is she? 

13. Cat:  
Thank you Mr. Podna.  I'll remember that.

14. PODNA:
Podni! Podni! The cat can find her kitten, why can't I find my Podni?
15. VOICE: 
Bad news! 

16. PODNA:
Who's speaking?

17. VOICE:
The tree that you live on. 

18. Tree: 
The Raja has taken your Podni.

19. Podna: 
(in disbelief) The Raja?  But why?

20. Tree:
The Raja is a Raja, he takes whatever he wants.

21. Podna:
Taken my Podni?  I have to do something to free her.
22. Tree:
The Raja is very powerful. 

23. Podna:
I have to free my Podni, even if I have to lose my own life. 

24. Tree:
I can help you.

25. Podna:
Oh Wise Tree.  Thank you.

26. Tree:    
Do not thank me, Podna.  I miss her singing as much as you do. 

27. Podna:    
How can you help me? 

28. TREE:  
Once upon a time a wise man developed a potion that gave whoever drank it magical powers.  But the wise man knew that the Raja would use it to terrorise his people so, before he died, he hid the potion here inside my trunk.


29. PODNA:
And you think the potion will help me get my Podni?

30. TREE:   
Yes.. 

31. TREE:

But the potion only works if you travel the right way, in a cart.

32. PODNA:
But I can fly! Why do I need a cart?

33. TREE:
Now all  you need are two frogs to pull it!

34. PODNA:
Frogs! I'll look ridiculous!  Yes.. I know, I want to find my Podni!

35. PODNA:
This cart's so small!

36. TREE:
There's as much room as you need in your ears!

37. PODNA:
In my ears?! 

SCENE 5

38. Cat:   
Hey, Mr. Podna where are you off to?

39. PODNA:  
The Raja has taken my Podni.

                         
I'm going to rescue her.

40. Cat: 
I  would come with you.  But you have no room in your cart.

41. Podna: 
Try getting into my ear

42. Cat: 
How?

43. Podna: 
I'm not sure....ooohh! 

44.   ANT:   
Thanks a million....(RECOVERING HIS COMPOSURE) I'm so sorry if you thought that I was drowning; but actually I was using the leaf as a boat... (SNEEZE)

45.   PODNA:    
I thought that you were calling for help. I know I would have been.

46.   ANT:        
I am without fear.

47. Ant:
Where are you off to?

48. Podna:
To rescue my Podni from the Raja.

49. Ant:
I will (SNEEZE) go with you.

50. PodnA: 
An ant as small as you are!?  But... you are a friend and friends are all I have.


All right.  Climb into my ear.

51. Stream:  
Where are you off to Mr. Podna?

52. Podna: 
The Raja's palace.  To rescue my Podni.

53. Stream: 
If only I could go with you and teach the Raja a lesson?  He's separated me from my brother. And now my brother is forced to flow through the Raja's palace.

54. Podna: 
Come with me then.

55. STREAM:
But how?

56. PODNA:
Get into my ear.

57. CAT:
(ANGRY/FRIGHTENED) Hiss!  Meow!  

58. PODNA:
Maybe you'd better go in the other one. 

Scene 6

59. Raja:
Sing!

60. Podni:
I will not sing for you.

61. Raja:
You will only get this lovely food if you sing for me.

62. Podni:
I can only sing for my friends.  

63. Raja: 
Then you can starve to death.   (PAUSE) You're so ungrateful.

64. PODNA:
(CHANTS)

Though this cart be of reeds

Though frogs be the horses

This will be an end of the Raja’s greed

For I have come to get my Podni freed

65. vIZIER:
Guards!  Guards!

66. raja:  
Wait!  Tell him that he can be our guest in the royal palace along with the Podni. 

67. VIZIER:  
Your majesty, you are a raja, it is beneath you to have such a tiny bird killed, but you cannot reward his rudeness by making him  your guest. Why not let him sleep in the chicken coop with his feathered friends.
68. raja:  
Good idea.
69. VIZIER:
Take him to the Chicken coop!

SCENE 7
70. Podna: 
I have no quarrel with you.  I just came to free my Podni from the Raja.
71. Cat:
Meow, meow.  Let me come out of your ear. I may be able to help you.

74. Podna: 
You won't harm them.... 

75. CAT:
Now! 

76. PODNA:
Come out then, only frighten them a little.

77. podna:   
Thank you auntie cat, you were wonderful.
SCENE 8

78. RAJA:  
What?  My chickens frightened by that stupid little bird?

the VIZIER whispers in the raja’s ear. THE RAJA NODS.

79. VIZIER:  
By order of the raja, the royal guest will be put in a cage and ...

80. RAJA:
...and... his cage should be tied to the foot of the royal elephant!  (PAUSE) Unless the Podni sings for me.

81. PODNI:
(TRYING TO SING) I can't....

Scene 9
82. PODNA:  
Oh Podni, forgive me...I couldn't save you from the raja. (PAUSE) I almost forgot... (whispering).. brother ant. Will you help me?

83. ANT:  
Aaaaaaah!  (NERVOUSLY PEERING OUT AT THE ELEPHANT) How can I help you?  I am very small compared with an elephant.

84. PODNA: 
You are also a brave friend…

85. ANT: 
(IN THE FACE OF SUCH FLATTERY THE ANT IS UNABLE TO ADMIT HIS FEAR TO PODNI) Yes. That is true.

86. ANT:
(IN DESPAIR)  Stop!  You're killing him!

87. ANT:
Just don't move!
Scene 10

88. Raja:
How!  How can this happen? 

89. VIZIER:
Your majesty, maybe it is an evil spirit in the form of a Podna.

90. Raja:
Humph!  Evil spirit?  I am the Raja of this land.  How can he throw dust in our faces and get away with this mischief?  Tonight, let the unlucky bird be tied to my bedpost and let him dare work his tricks on me!

Scene 11

91. Raja: 
(Sarcastically, looking at Podna)


Huh! Are you still there? Don't your tricks work any more? In the morning I think your little Podni will start singing when she knows that you'll be my prisoner for ever!  Ha, ha, ha

92. Podna:
(SOFTLY) Stream.  I need your help.

93. Raja:
Help, help!  Is anybody there?  Please save me.  Anyone who saves me will be rewarded beyond his wildest dreams.  Is anybody there? 

94. Podna:
No, there is nobody who will save you.  Nobody!

95. Raja: 
(looking at Podna) 

Yes, there is.  You.  It's you brother Podna.  Say you’ll save me.

96. Podna:
No, you will have to drown in the sea of your own injustice.

97. Raja: 
(DROWNING) 


I beg you.  Please save me. I beg forgiveness.   (GOES UNDER) I will let you go.  (GOES UNDER) I will do anything you want  (GOES UNDER) Take your Podni away and save me from drowning.  Help!

98. Podna:
Back into the ear


In you get


In you get


The Raja is wet, wet, wet

Scene 12
99. Raja:
Forgive me, Podni, I did you a grave injustice.  


You are free now.  Sing your sweet songs to your heart’s delight.

100. PODNI:
You were so brave

101. PODNA:
So were you.

102. podni:
I never stopped hoping

Song insert 2 (over action sung by Podna and Podni)
Lyrics as sung by Podna and Podni - v/o action

You mean more than early spring  

(Podni only)

You mean more than everything  

(Podna only)
You’re the one that makes me sing 

(Podni only)
Can’t believe what’s happening 

(Podna only)
I’m with you when I feel free 


(Both sing to end)
You’re the one that means the world to me 

You mean the world to me 

You mean the world to me 

You mean the world to me

You mean the world to me 

THE END
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