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Scene 1
Jack's Farm.

1. Narrator:
Once upon a time there lived a widow and her son Jack.  Jack’s favourite passtime was playing chess with his best friend.  Not much changed until Jack reached the age of twenty-one.

2. Mother:

I wish you didn’t have to go.

3. JACK:


I must mother, I need to see what lies beyond those hills.

4. JACK:
Goodbye!

Scene 2
On the road / The Land of Enchantment.

5. NARRATOR:
And so Jack set off to seek his fortune.  He always chose the road less travelled.
6. Robin:

Hello, Jack.
7. Robin:

Jack!  Hello!
8. Jack: 

A bird that speaks!  And how do you know my name?

9. ROBIN:

You’re in the Land of Enchantment, Jack.  All names are known here.  

10. JACK:

But birds don’t speak, they sing.

11. ROBIN:  

Ah, but the Green Man of Knowledge rules this land and he has forbidden all singing and happiness.

12. JACK:

Who could forbid happiness! I’d like to meet this Green Man of Knowledge.  Where can I find him?

13. ROBIN:

He plays chess in the Inn down there.

14. JACK:

Chess?  Take me there.

15. JACK:

Are you sure you can't sing? (WHISTLES TWO NOTES)  Try that.

16. ROBIN:

(POOR ATTEMPT AT A WHISTLE)  

17. JACK: 

Oh dear, oh dear, you really can’t can you? 

SCENE 3
THE INN.

18. GREEN MAN:

I win.  Again.  So who will challenge me now to a game?

19. JACK:


I will. 
20. GREEN MAN: 
(LAUGHS)  So, stranger, you can play chess can you?

21. JACK:

Oh yes, I've played many's a game with my best friend…my Collie Dog.  

22. GREEN MAN:

Well, Jack, let's see how you do against The Green Man of Knowledge.

23. GREEN MAN:

This is a game for fools and dogs!  What about a real game Jack?  The stakes…all the gold you can carry, or your life if you lose.   

24. JACK:

I'm game for that.  

25. GREEN MAN: 
If you’re man enough you’ll find me, “east of the moon and west of the stars.”

SCENE 4
ON THE ROAD.  OUTSIDE THE INN

26. JACK:

East of the moon and west of the stars!  Where is that?

27. ROBIN:


It’s impossible, Jack.  We’ll never find him!

28. OLD WOMAN: 
Nothing is impossible Jack, look…

29. OLD WOMAN:
Look…Look for one who is fair of face and fleet of foot…  



Always look forward, always…



East of the moon and west of the stars Jack!

SCENE 5
THE LOCH

29a. NARRATOR:
Only a rope bridge lay between jack and the Green man’s castle or so it appeared.

30. ROBIN:

Be careful, Jack.  This is a very strange place.

31. ROBIN:


That was close!

32. MALMHIN / WHITE SWAN: 
(DISTRAUGHT) Give me back my cloak!

33. JACK:


I’ll give it back if you take me across.

34. MALMHIN / WHITE SWAN:
I can’t - it’s forbidden.

35. JACK:


Ah well…Goodbye then.

36. MALMHIN / WHITE SWAN: 
Quickly then, before anyone sees us. 

37. MALMHIN:


Please, my cloak.

38. JACK:


Wait! 

39. JACK:


Who are you? 

40. MALMHIN:


My name is Malmhin.

41. JACK:

For you, Malmhin.  A gift from Jack.

42. MALMHIN: 

I’ve never seen such a beautiful apple.

43. MALMHIN:

Oh no, stop!  You mustn’t sing - my father has forbidden it.

44. JACK: 


Your father…the Green Man.

45. MALMHIN:

Oh Jack, tell no-one that I have helped you, I am risking both our lives!

46. JACK: 


Wait!  Malmhin! 

SCENE 6
THE GREEN MAN'S CASTLE.

47. GREEN MAN: 
Jack!

48. JACK: 

I'm here and ready to win my fortune.  What’s the game?  I hope it’s more challenging than chess.

49. GREEN MAN: 

Nothing too taxing.  Just three simple tasks.

FADE OUT.

SCENE 7
A FOREST.

50. GREEN MAN:

In a nest in that tree is the biggest and most beautiful pearl in all the world.  I want you to bring it to me.  Can you do that Jack?

51. JACK:

I surely can.  

52. GREEN MAN:

In an hour Jack?

53. JACK:  


Aye.

54. JACK: 

Robin - help me!

55. ROBIN: 

Hang on Jack!

56. ROBIN:

I see it!

57. JACK: 

Got it! 

58. GREEN MAN:

You're quite a lad, Jack.

59. JACK:


A lad with a fortune to win.

60. GREEN MAN:

Indeed…or a life to lose.

FADE OUT.

SCENE 8
THE WELL.

61. GREEN MAN:

At the very bottom of that well is a gold ring.  A ring with the brightest of diamonds that would shine through the darkest of nights.  Bring it to me.  

62. JACK:

I don’t suppose you would go down and take a closer look…

63. ROBIN: 


Oh aye, so I will, Jack - after you…

64. MALMHIN:


I’ll help you, Jack.

65. JACK:  


Malmhin!

66. MALMHIN:   

Quickly, there is no time to lose.

67. JACK:


What are you doing? 

68. MALMHIN:

I will be the ladder, but Jack, be very careful, each rung is one of my bones.  If you slip and break a rung you will have broken a bone in my body.

69. JACK:


I see it!

70. JACK:


Malmhin!

71. JACK:

Are you hurt?  I could have broken your neck…

72. MALMHIN:

I’m fine, Jack, it’s just my little finger.  You have the ring?

73. MALMHIN:


I must go.

74. GREEN MAN:

Have you been to the bottom of the well, Jack?

74a. JACK:


I have.

75. GREEN MAN: 
(WHIRLING ROUND) Silence!  There’ll be no singing in my land!

76. GREEN MAN:

What spell are you casting upon my kingdom Jack? Who is helping you? 

77. JACK:

Why should anyone be helping me? I'm just a lad on his way to winning a fortune.

78. GREEN MAN:

Not yet, Jack, not yet!

SCENE 9
AN ISLAND

79. GREEN MAN:

This is a lovely Island, eh?  But a bigger castle would look grand standing here, don't you think Jack?  A bigger and better castle than the one I’ve got.  Do you think you could manage that, Jack?

80. JACK:


Oh aye. 

81. GREEN MAN:

If you complete this task, you shall have won your fortune.

82. GREEN MAN:

But if you fail…your life is mine. 

83. ROBIN: 


Lots of gold there, Jack.

84. JACK:  

(SINKS TO HIS KNEES) Ach but he's got me this time, Robin.

851. MALMHIN:

This is all we need, Jack.

86. GREEN MAN:

Betrayed by my own daughter!

87. JACK:

No, I forced her to help me.

88. GREEN MAN:

For this you shall both die.

89. MALMHIN:


Jack…!

SCENE 10
THE LAND OF ENCHANTMENT / THE COUNTRYSIDE.

90. ROBIN:


He's gaining on us!

91. MALMHIN/HORSE:
Jack, in my left ear you'll find a piece of coal.  Throw it behind you and ask for "mountains, hills, glens behind, a clear road in front."  

92. JACK:

Mountains, hills, glens behind, a clear road in front!

93. JACK:


He’s gone …I can't see him anywhere… 

94. MALMHIN/HORSE: 
Don’t look back!  

95. JACK:

What!

96. MALMHIN/HORSE:
In my left ear you’ll see a drop of water.  Throw it behind you and ask for "rivers, lochs, seas behind, a clear road in front."  

97. JACK:

Rivers, lochs, seas behind, a clear road in front!

98. JACK: 


He'll never catch us now.

99. JACK:

Where's Robin? 

100: JACK:


Oh no!

101. OLD WISE WOMAN:
Always look forward – always…

102. MALMHIN/HORSE: 
I'm left with no choice, Jack.  In my left ear you’ll see a spark stone.  Throw it behind you and ask for fire, hell, inferno behind, a clear road in front, and whatever you do, don’t look back! 

103. JACK:

Fire, hell, inferno behind, a clear road in front!

SCENE 11
THE LAND OF ENCHANTMENT / ON THE ROAD.

104. MALMHIN:

You must leave the Land of Enchantment now.  Without me.  But in a year and a day I will come to you.

105. JACK:


I wish you could come with me now. 

106. MALMHIN:

But remember Jack, when you get home, let no one kiss you or you'll forget everything.  You will have no memory of this place or of me.

107. JACK:


No one will kiss me but you.

108. MALMHIN:

A gift from Malmhin to Jack.  An apple from the Land of Enchantment.

109. JACK:

Goodbye Malmhin, goodbye Robin.

FADE OUT.

SCENE 12
JACK'S FARM.

110. MOTHER:


Oh Jack!  You’re home.

111. JACK:

Look mother, I’ve come back a wealthy man!

112. MOTHER: 

How did you get all this, Jack?

113. JACK:


It's a very long story…

114. JACK:

Come on boy…!

115. JACK:

There’s a good boy!  Good dog!

116. NARRATOR:
And with that kiss, Jack forgot all that had happened. 

SCENE 13
JACK'S FARM.

117. NARRATOR:
As time passed a heavy sadness filled Jack's heart, a longing for something he knew not what.

After a year and a day Jack's mother decided what was missing in Jack's life was a wife. 

SCENE 14
 

118. MOTHER:

Come along Jack, tonight you'll meet the girl you're going to marry.

119. JACK:

Och mother.   You carry on, I’ll be there shortly.

120. MOTHER:

Well, don’t be long!

121. ROBIN:
(WHISTLES THE TWO NOTES THEY STARTED WITH)

122. JACK: 


Hello.  You're very friendly…

123. MALMHIN:

Jack, it's me Malmhin… 

124. MALMHIN:

You've kissed someone! 

125. JACK:


I don’t think I …

126. MALMHIN: 

(DESPAIRING)  Oh Jack, you don't remember me at all do you?  Or the Land of Enchantment? 

127. JACK:

I’m sorry, I have to go…

128. JACK:

Come on, boy!

129. MALMHIN: 

You were kissed by the dog!  

130. MALMHIN: 

Jack, remember the apple you gave to me when I carried you across the loch, the day we first met, the day the Robin sang…

131. JACK: 

A gift from Malmhin to Jack! 

132. NARRATION:
So Jack and Malmhin gave themselves to each other and the enchantment in their lives was shared by everyone.

Song over end credits in gaelic.
