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SCENE ONE

EXT. EWENN CONGAR SENIOR’S FIELD DAWN.

(1a) NARRATOR: 
In North West France, living off the land was never easy.  For one father and his son, it was even harder.

(1) EWENN:

Father, I’m almost ten.  I’d like to go to school.  If I 
study hard, I can get a good job and take care of 
you.

(2) CONG. SR:
 (MOVING THE ROCKS) 



School'd cost a lot of money, Ewenn.  We have 
none.

(3) EWENN:

(SHYLY) 

I’m almost a man.  I drink less milk now.  Maybe we could sell one of our cows?

(4) CONG. SR:
Mmm... p'rhaps we could.

(4A) EWENN:
(JUMPING INTO HIS FATHER'S ARMS)


I won't disappoint you.

SCENE TWO

EXT.  RICH MERCHANT’S FARM.  DAY. 


EWENN AND HIS FATHER SHOW A COW TO A FAT, WELL DRESSED MAN NAMED KORDIC.

(5) KORDIC: 
(TRYING TO LOOK UNINTERESTED)



I'll give you..mmm...three.

(6) EWENN:

(ANGRY) What?!  She's worth at least six!

(7) KORDIC:

(PRETENDING TO GO AWAY)


Six?  Your son's not very bright, is he?

(8) CONG. SR: 
(QUIETLY) She's yours for three.

(9) KORDIC:

Sensible man!


CONGAR SENIOR WALKS AWAY WITH EWENN. 

(10) CONG. SR: 
(HAPPILY) Now Ewenn, you can go to school!

FADE TO:

SCENE THREE
INT. CLASSROOM. DAY. A FEW MONTHS 
LATER.

(11) NARRATOR:
Ewenn became the best pupil of his class.


FADE TO:

SCENE FOUR
KORDIC'S FARM.  DAY.  

(12) NARRATOR:
 His father still had to make sacrifices...

SCENE FIVE

INT. EWENN'S HOUSE, LATE AT NIGHT. 

(13) NARRATOR: 

...but he never regretted it.

SCENE SIX
ROAD ON THE HILL, OVERLOOKING THE VILLAGE.  DAY. 

(14) NARRATOR: 
Eventually, there was nothing left to sell. 

(15) EWENN:

Don't worry father, I'll be back soon...and I'll have 
enough money to look after you.

(16) CONG. SR: 
(MOVED, HUGGING HIS SON)



You're a good son...be careful out there.

(16a) EWENN:
Bye

SCENE SEVEN
COUNTRYSIDE.  ROAD.  DAY.

(17) EWENN:
(TO LIZARD)

Hello there!

A RICHLY DRESSED LORD ARRIVES ON A HORSE AND STOPS NEAR HIM.

(18) MAGICIAN:
Hey, you!  Can you read and write?

(19) EWENN:

(PROUDLY) Yes, Sir!  I can!

(20) MAGICIAN:
(GOING AWAY) 

Then…you cannot work for me.

(20a) EWENN:
(REACTING AS STIWELL GOES AWAY)
What?!

(THINKING TO HIMSELF)

All right!  I know what you want to hear!…

SCENE EIGHT
TRAVELLING DOWN THE HILL. DAY.

(EWENN: 

PANTING AS HE RUNS DOWN THE HILL)
(21) MAGICIAN:
Can you read and write, boy?

(22) EWENN:
(SADLY)  I'm too poor to go to school.

(23) MAGICIAN:
Would you like to work for me?

(24) EWENN:

Yes, Sir.

(EWENN:
EXCLAMATION OF SURPRISE AS LIFTED INTO AIR)

(MAGICIAN: 

Hey! 
AS REARING HIS HORSE UP TO GO)

SCENE NINE
EXT.  MAGICIAN'S CASTLE.  NIGHT. 


EWENN AND THE MAGICIAN ARRIVE BEFORE AN IMPRESSIVE, GIGANTIC CASTLE.

SCENE TEN

INT. MAGICIAN'S CASTLE.  NIGHT.  


THE MAGICIAN SHOWS EWENN THE BIRDS HE POSSESSES. 

(25) MAGICIAN:
My birds... (PAUSE) This way... (PAUSE) 



And here are my horses.

(26) MAGICIAN:
(LOOKING DOWN AT THE STABLE)



You will take care of them whilst I'm away...



(RAISING HIS VOICE)  



But don't touch anything else!

(27) EWENN:

(FRIGHTENED)  I...understand.

(28) MAGICIAN:
Work well and I'll reward you when I return.

[SCENE ELEVEN
EXT. MAGICIAN'S CASTLE. NIGHT.


EWENN WATCHES THE MAGICIAN LEAVING THE 


CASTLE WHILE RAISING THE DRAWBRIDGE.]

SCENE TWELVE
INT.  CASTLE.  DAY. 


EWENN FEEDS THE BIRDS AND TAKES CARE OF THE HORSES.

(EWENN:
EXCLAMATION OF EXHAUSTION AFTER HARD DAY'S WORK)

SCENE THIRTEEN
INT.  CASTLE'S KITCHEN.  DAY.

(EWENN:
EXCLAMATION OF SURPRISE AS TORCHES LIGHT BY MAGIC AND FOOD APPEARS)


EWENN HEARS A GIRL SINGING: 

SONG OVERLAPS SCENES 14 UP TO WHERE DIALOGUE STARTS IN SCENE 18:


How I'd like to run away 

Escape from this fortress

Can someone hear me pray

My heart is full of sadness

My hope is slowly dying

My hope is slowly dying

Oh will someone find a way

To believe in tomorrow

Will someone rescue me 

From this fortress of sorrow

Shall I always wait in vain

Shall I always wait in vain

Oh brave heart you'll set me free

From my dreams you'll appear

All around me dangers hide

In this labyrinth of fear

Nothings what it seems to be 

Nothings what it seems to be

Evil castle evil place

Walls will crumble to the ground

Vanish godforbidden place 

And your towers tumble down

Better days will come again

Better days will come again

Courageous heart take your sword

Don't let the wizard say a word

Love shall triumph after all

Love shall triumph after all

SCENE FOURTEEN
CASTLE'S GARDENS.  DAY.


EWENN RUNS INTO THE GARDEN AND ENTERS A LABYRINTH.

SCENE FIFTEEN
INT. LABYRINTH. DAY.


EWENN TRIES TO FIND HIS WAY OUT AND NEARLY FALLS INTO A BOTTOMLESS HOLE.

(EWENN:
EXCLAMATION OF SURPRISE AS EWENN DISCOVERS A TRAP - OVERLAPPING SONG)


FADE TO:

SCENE SIXTEEN
LABYRINTH'S EXIT.  NIGHT. 


WALKING IN THE LABYRINTH, EWENN ADDS THE LOCATION OF THE LAST TRAP TO THE MAP.


FADE TO:
SCENE SEVENTEEN
INT. LABYRINTH.  DAY.


EWENN CARRIES A VERY LARGE MAP.  

SCENE EIGHTEEN
LABYRINTH'S LAKE.  DAY.


EWENN DISCOVERS A FOUNTAIN AND INES.  

THE SONG ENDS WHEN THE GIRL SEES EWENN.
(35) INES:

(AMAZED) You found the centre of the maze!

(36) EWENN:

 I've come to rescue you.

(37) INES: 

(SMILING SADLY)  I wish you could...


INES AND EWENN WALK AROUND THE FOUNTAIN.

(38) NARRATOR: 
The girl explained that she was Ines, the daughter of the King of Spain.  The magician had kidnapped her and turned her into the pale blue mare that Ewenn fed every day.

(39) INES:

(SADLY)
Thanks to this magic fountain I can become human, but only for a few moments a day. 

(40) INES:

The others who heard my song, got trapped in the 
maze.  As soon as they were caught, the magician knew and came back to turn them into horses and birds.


END OF FLASHBACK.

(41) EWENN:

(KNEELING BEFORE THE PRINCESS) 



I will find a way to free you, Princess.


A SECRET PASSSAGE APPEARS IN THE GROUND.
(42) INES:

(SADLY) It's time to return to the stable.
SCENE TWENTY
INT. UNDERGROUND PASSAGE. DAY. 


EWENN GOES WITH INES INTO THE DIMLY LIT PASSAGE SHE TURNS BACK INTO A MARE.

SCENE TWENTY ONE
INT. MAGICIAN'S CASTLE. DAY. 

(43a) NARRATOR:
Ewenn found the Magician's hidden library.

(43) EWENN:

So this is why he didn't want someone who could 
read and write!



CLOSE UP ON A THICK OLD BOOK. 

(44) EWENN:

Klaatu Barada nikto!


SUDDENLY EWENN IS HALF TURNED INTO AN EAGLE, ONE ARM/WING COVERED WITH BROWN FEATHERS.  THE TRANSFORMATION ONLY LASTS A FEW SECONDS.

(45) NARRATOR: 
Ewenn began learning all the magic words, hoping to find a way to help Ines.

(46) NARRATOR: 
By the time the magician was due to return, Ewenn had learnt many powerful tricks.  But he had not yet found out how to turn a pale blue mare back into a girl...
(47) MAGICIAN:
(OFF SCREEN)


Ewenn!!  

(EWENN: 
GASP OF SURPRISE AT HEARING MAGICIAN'S VOICE)

MAGICIAN: 
(OFF SCREEN, CONT)
Where are you?!  Where are you?!

SCENE TWENTY THREE
INT. STABLE. DAY.


EWENN RUNS INTO THE STABLE.

(48) EWENN:

(BREATHLESS)  I'm over here!

(49) MAGICIAN:
(ENTERING THE STABLE, SMILING)



I am pleased with the work you've done.


(HE SHOWS HIM AN OPEN BAG, FULL OF GOLD COINS) 

And even more pleased that you obeyed my instructions.  For your reward, will you take this money or one horse?

(49a) EWENN:
(TRYING HARD TO LOOK CALM)


That's an easy choice…


EWENN JUMPS ON THE MARE.

(50) EWENN:

(AS HE GALLOPS OUT OF THE STABLE)



Keep the gold!

(50a) MAGICIAN:   
Come back!  Come back this instant!

SCENE TWENTY FOUR 
EXT. MAGICIAN'S CASTLE. DAY. 


EWENN AND INES STOP NEAR A BIG CROSSROAD.  HE STEPS DOWN, TAKES THE TORN PAGE OF THE MANUSCRIPT AND READS ALOUD. 

(51) EWENN:

(TO HIMSELF) I hope this works, Princess!



(LOUDER)Gort Degret Ovrosco!

(52) INES:

Oh!  Ewenn, how can I thank you!

(53) EWENN:

Ines, I, I love you.


THE PALE BLUE MARE TURNS BACK INTO THE PRINCESS. WE BRIEFLY CUT TO A CLOSE UP OF MAGICIAN REACTING TO EWENN'S USE OF MAGIC.


THE MAGICIAN'S VOICE SUDDENLY ECHOES EERILY (MAGICIAN IS OUT OF SIGHT)

(54) MAGICIAN:
(MAD WITH ANGER)



Run as far as you want... the very next time 
you use my magic, I'll know where to find you!

(55) INES:

(HOLDING EWENN'S HAND)



Come with me to my father.

(56) EWENN:
No, the magician will always stand between us until I defeat him...

(57) INES:

(SMILING)
Join us soon.  I'll wait for you.

SCENE TWENTY FIVE 
INT. EWENN CONGAR'S HOUSE. TWILIGHT/RAIN.

(59) EWENN:

Father!

(FATHER:
COUGH)

SCENE TWENTY SIX 

INT. EWENN CONGAR'S HOUSE. 


THE NEXT DAY, EWENN'S FATHER WAKES UP, FEELING A LITTLE BETTER. 

(62) CONG. SR: 
What have you been doing all this time?!...

(63) EWENN:

(EMBARRASSED) Not getting any richer, I'm afraid.  But I've found a way which might make us rich in the end. 

(64) CONG. SR: 
(GROANING) I don't understand

(65) EWENN: 
(INTERRUPTING) Tomorrow I must go away again - not for long this time.  As long as you hold on to this rope, I'll come back.  Now, here's the plan...

SCENE TWENTY SEVEN
TOWN MARKETPLACE. DAY.

(66) PASSERBY: 
(ENVIOUS) Look at that cow!

(67) PASSERBY 2: 
Congar's inherited an  amazing animal.  


(67b) PASSERBY:
Only a rich man could afford it.

(68) KORDIC:
(SMILING) I must have this cow!


KORDIC HURRIES TO SEE THE COW.  

(69) CONG. SR: 
(TO THE STRANGER) Well, yes, Sir, 25 gold coins 
is more than anyone here can offer!


KORDIC RUDELY PUSHES THE RED HAIRED STRANGER ASIDE AND PUTS A HANDFUL OF GOLD COINS IN CONGAR SENIOR'S HANDS.

(70) KORDIC:
(PRETENTIOUSLY)  Well I say the cow's worth thirty pieces. (LOUDER) Is that a deal?

(71) CONG.SR: 
(SMILING, LOOKING AT THE GOLD)



It certainly is!

(71a) NARRATOR:
Kordic had outbid even the red haired stranger for the most expensive cow ever.  But Ewenn’s father still had the rope.


KORDIC PASSES HIS BELT AROUND THE COW'S NECK AND GOES OFF.

SCENE TWENTY EIGHT
KORDIC'S FARM.  THE NEXT DAY.

(72) NARRATOR: 
And the next day, when Kordic went to show the cow to his wife....


KORDIC PROUDLY UNLOCKS THE STABLE DOOR. 

(73) KORDIC:
(HORRIFIED) What?
(74) K'S  WIFE: 
(SHRIEKING) You idiot!  You spent 30 gold coins on a cow that disappeared!

(75) KORDIC: 
But it's not possible... I locked the…

(76) K'S WIFE: 
(INTERRUPTING) Now we're ruined!!  That was the last of our savings! 

(KORDIC:
CRY AS KORDIC FALLS FACE FIRST IN THE MUD)

(76b) NARRATOR:
Though Ewenn’s father had enjoyed taking Kordic’s money, Ewenn still needed to defeat the magician.

SCENE THIRTY

EXT. EWENN CONGAR'S HOUSE. DAY.  

(78) EWENN:

Let’s see who wants a donkey!



(SHOUTING) Agmenac krenzel menego!!

CLOSE ON EWENN/DONKEY

(79) EWENN:

(WHISPERING, ANGRY)  Come on  I've used 
magic, so you know where I am. 

SCENE THIRTY ONE

ANOTHER TOWN'S MARKETPLACE. 


DAY.

(80) CONG. SR: 
(WHISPERING TO THE DONKEY)
Kordic should be here soon (HE LAUGHS).  Ohh.. what’s happened to him?

 (81) KORDIC:
Fresh eggs!  Who wants fresh eggs?!


THE RED HAIRED STRANGER WE SAW ONCE BEFORE ARRIVES. 

(82) MAGICIAN:

I want that donkey!
(83) CONG. SR: 
(ILL AT EASE)  Someone else was supposed to buy it...


HANDLING A BIG AMOUNT OF MONEY, THE STRANGER GRABS THE ROPE AND SITS ON THE DONKEY.

(84a) MAGICIAN:
Faster, dim witted beast!  Faster!

(84) CONG. SR: 
(DEVASTATED)  Ewenn!!  Ewenn!!  I should have held on to that rope!… What have I done?

SCENE THIRTY ONE 

EXT. BLACKSMITH'S HOUSE. DAY.


THE STRANGER AND HIS DONKEY STOP NEAR A FORGE. 

(85) MAGICIAN/

STRANGER:  
(GIVING A COIN TO THE BLACKSMITH)


Put horseshoes on this animal right away!

(86) BLACKSMITH:
On a donkey?!!

(87) MAGICIAN/

STRANGER:

Yes, yes!!  Do as you are told!!


THE BLACKSMITH TAKES A HORSESHOE FROM A BUCKET AND NAILS IT ONTO ONE OF THE DONKEY'S HOOVES.  THE MAGICIAN THEN FACES EWENN/DONKEY AND SHOWS HIM HIS REAL FACE, WITH AN EVIL SMILE.

(88) MAGICIAN:
These horseshoes will prevent your own spell from 
being undone and for the rest of your donkey days, you will work at my castle.  Nobody can trick me and get away with it!


THE MAGICIAN TIES THE DONKEY'S ROPE TO AN IRON RING IN A WALL AND GOES INTO A NEARBY TAVERN.  EWENN/DONKEY KICKS THE BUCKET OF HORSESHOES. 

(BLACKSMITH:
GROAN AS THE DONKEY KICKS THE BUCKET CONTAINING HORSESHOES INTO A NEARBY BUSH)

(89) CHILDREN:
 
Hey there's a donkey there!




...a donkey?

(90) EWENN/

DONKEY: 

(SPEAKING WITH DIFFICULTY)



Do you want to see some magic?!

(91) CHILDREN:

(OVERLAPPING DIALOGUE)




He's talking!





Amazing!
 


(92) EWENN/

DONKEY: 

Hurry up! Untie the rope too!!


EWENN REVERTS TO HIS HUMAN SHAPE, JUST AS THE BLACKSMITH COMES BACK.

(93) BLACKSMITH: 
(SCARED TO DEATH, SHOUTING)  

A sorcerer!! 
Help!!

(94) EWENN/

DONKEY: 

(HUGGING THE CHILDREN)  

Thanks!  Here's more magic just for you!

EWENN TURNS INTO A RABBIT AND RUNS AWAY.

CHILDREN:

(OVERLAPPING DIALOGUE)



Look at him go!



Wow!


THE MAGICIAN COMES OUT OF THE TAVERN AND TURNS HIMSELF INTO A DOG.

SCENE THIRTY TWO

COUNTRYSIDE. DAY. 


THE MAGICIAN/DOG CHASES EWENN/RABBIT.  EWENN TURNS INTO A PIGEON AND MAGICIAN RESPECTIVELY INTO A HAWK. THEY REACH SPAIN.

SCENE THIRTY THREE
EXT. KING OF SPAIN'S CASTLE. 



DAY. 


EWENN TURNS INTO A GOLD RING AND SLIPS AROUND INES' FINGER. 

[INES:
SIGH AS INES LEANS ON BALCONY]

THE MAGICIAN REVERTS INTO HUMAN FORM AND WALKS TOWARDS THE GUARDS.

(94a) NARRATOR:
Mysteriously the King fell ill and a 

red-haired stranger appeared.

THE MAGICIAN WALKS TOWARDS TWO GUARDS.

(95) MAGICIAN:
My name is Antonio del Venino del Sol y Carrera y Rodrigo del Castillio.   I would like to see the king.

(96) GUARD 1:
The King is ill.  He can't receive you.

(97) MAGICIAN:
I'm a doctor!   Let me in!

SCENE THIRTY FOUR 
INT. KING OF SPAIN'S CASTLE. DAY.

(98) MAGICIAN:
Trust me, your Majesty. You won't regret it.

THE MAGICIAN HANDS THE KING A SMALL GLASS BOTTLE.

(KING:
'Mmmmm' AS HE DRINKS) 

(101) MAGICIAN:
(WHISPERING TO HIMSELF)




Adrobal regreska!


THE KING LEAVES HIS BED AND WALKS WITHOUT HELP.

(102) KING: 


I feel fine!!  Thank you!!  You can ask me for 

whatever you want!!

(103) MAGICIAN:
(HUMBLY)  My reward is to see you in good 
health, your majesty.  But I would like a souvenir from this moment; the gold ring that your lovely daughter is wearing.

(104) KING: 

You will have it tomorrow.

SCENE THIRTY FIVE

PRINCESS INES' BEDROOM. NIGHT.


INES SEES EWENN.

(105) INES:

Oh!  I thought you'd forgotten me!

(106) EWENN:
(KISSING HER) How could anyone forget you...



(LOOKING TENSE) The magician's here.

(107) INES:

(SCARED) No!

(108) EWENN:
We tricked him once. We must find a way to do it again....

SCENE THIRTY SIX
INT. KING OF SPAIN'S CASTLE. DAY.


THE KING ENTERS THE HALL, FOLLOWED BY THE  MAGICIAN.  THE PRINCESS ARRIVES.

(109) INES:

As a gesture of appreciation for curing my beloved father, I would like to put this ring on your finger myself.


INES INTENTIONALLY LETS THE RING FALL ON THE GROUND. 

(110) INES:
(RECITING A MAGIC FORMULA)

Kenaret Ovrum!
THE RING TURNS INTO A GRAIN OF WHEAT

(111) MAGICIAN:
(SHOUTING)


So you're a magician too?!

You should know that a cockerel can eat a grain of wheat!

THE MAGICIAN TURNS INTO A ROOSTER TO EAT THE GRAIN OF WHEAT.

(112) EWENN:

And a fox can eat a cockerel!


THE GRAIN OF WHEAT TURNS INTO A BLUE FOX.

(113a)INES:


And two foxes can eat twice as fast!


INES TURNS INTO A RED FOX AND TOGETHER THEY EAT THE ROOSTER.


EWENN AND INES RETURN TO THEIR HUMAN FORM. 

(EWENN:


HICCUPS)

EWENN KNEELS BEFORE THE KING.

(114) EWENN:
Your majesty, I'm...Ewenn Congar.

(115) INES:

(GRIMACING)


We just ate the magician who kidnapped me and...

(116) EWENN:
(OVERLAPPING)  ...and he tasted awful - I 
didn't know he was so bitter.

(INES:


LAUGHS)
SCENE THIRTY SEVEN


INT. KING OF SPAIN'S CASTLE. DAY.

(117) NARRATOR: 
Ewenn and the princess were married...
(118) NARRATOR: 
...and they turned the rest of their lives together into pure magic...

EWENN AND THE PRINCESS KISS EACH OTHER ON A REMOTE BALCONY. WE PAN TO THE STARRY SKY, AS SPECTACULAR FIREWORKS BEGIN.


FADE TO BLACK


THE END
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