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LIST  OF  CHARACTERS

FATHER (of Cap o' Rushes) - Elderly, but authoritative manner
CAP O' RUSHES - about 18, high-spirited, long red hair

JULIA and MARIA - sisters of C o' R, early 20's, prim

COOK - middle-aged, dour but not wicked

POLLY - maid, about 16

YOUNG  MASTER - 20's, handsome, kind

MASTER and MISTRESS - parents of Young Master, wealthy

MAN bearing rushes, SERVANTS, DANCERS, WEDDING GUESTS, THE BITTERN!

Script from agreed final edit, dialogue only

27th October 1999

 S4C MCMXCIX

SCENE  1
INT AND EXT     CAP O' RUSHES'  HOME
1. NARR
(over)  Once upon a time there lived an old man with his three daughters.  His wife had died and now the two elder girls wished to be married.

2. FATHER
Julia, my eldest, tell me, now I am about to lose you, how much you love and cherish me?

3. JULIA
Father, you have filled my heart ever since I first drew breath.  I love you as I love my life.

4. FATHER
You shall have land and gold to bring to your marriage.  Now, Maria, how much do you love me?

5. MARIA
Father, you have given me everything that I could desire.  I love you better than all the world.

6. FATHER
You shall have as rich a share as your sister.  Now, Oh, my little one, soon to be my only comfort in my old age, what can you say to equal your sisters' love?

7. CAP O RUSHES


Father, I love you  ….

as fresh meat loves salt.
8. FATHER
How can you insult me so?  I have been bitterly deceived by you!  You have never really loved me.  You have just taken my love and laughed at it.  Leave us now and never more be daughter of mine.  Go!

SCENE  2
INT    C o' R's  HOME  

SCENE  3
EXT   THE COUNTRYSIDE NEARBY
CAP O'RUSHES:


What was that?

CAP O'RUSHES:


That noise again! 

CAP O'RUSHES:


It's a bird, hiding in the rushes - I

could do that! 

SCENE  4
EXT    OUTSIDE  C O' R's  HOME

8a. FATHER
Have you searched the woods!  Have you searched the woods?   Look again!  Go further out over there.

9. FATHER
I have lost her.....lost her
9.a JULIA/MARIA
Oh, try that...




Yes




Oh..that looks pretty, ... now you,




like this, yes, and then down a little bit...like 

that...

SCENE  5
EXT and INT   THE  GREAT  HOUSE

10. COOK
What do you want?
11. C o' R
Do you want a maid?

12. COOK
No, we don't  
13. C o' R
I haven't got anywhere to go.  I don't mind what I do.  I won't ask for wages.

14. COOK
You're a queer one.  Well, I suppose you could wash the pots and scrape the pans.  But there's no wages, mind, and if I'm not satisfied you're out.  


You'd better come in.
15. COOK
You can make a start on this lot now.  Then we'll all get to bed the quicker.  You can sleep under the dresser.  


And you're never to leave the kitchen - not never - do you understand?  Upstairs won't see you nor hear you - and that's the best way.  Now get cleaning those pans - I've got to mind the dessert.
SCENE  6
INT   THE  KITCHEN
16. COOK
Hey...you, what's your name, you with the cap' o' rushes - wake up!  Do you know what time it is?  There's work to be done.

17. COOK
First job is to take the swill down to Joseph.  Follow the path round the stables.  And be sharp about it.  And then I'll have some breakfast for you.

SCENE  7
EXT    THE  GREAT  HOUSE  (REAR)
18. Y. MR
Joseph is round the back, young maid.  You must be new here.  What's your name?

19. C o' R
They call me Cap o' Rushes, sir.
20. Y. MR
Cap o' Rushes?  Well, good day to you.

SCENE  8
INT   THE  KITCHEN
21. POLLY
Are you coming with us to see the ball, Cap o' Rushes?  All the fine folk will be there, there'll be music and dancing and all.  We're allowed to watch.

22. C o' R
I don't think so - I'm so tired.
23. POLLY

You'll miss all those wonderful dresses.  

Oh, and the fine gentlemen.  I'd give anything to dance with Young Master... 

24. C O' R
Well, you go and tell me all about it.

24a. POLLY
- 1,2,3, 1,2,3 - Bye.
SCENE  9
INT   THE  BALLROOM
SONG  OVER


I can't quite believe it, can hardly conceive it


From all of my troubles I’ve come in one bound.


I’m smiling and dancing, this feeling’s entrancing


My head in the clouds and my feet off the ground.


This man in my arms has me under his spell,


He holds me and swings me round faster.


Soon I must leave him, tonight I’ll be dreaming


Of dancing again with young master.

SCENE  10
INT   THE  KITCHEN 
25. POLLY
Oh, Cap o' Rushes, you missed a rare treat.  The Young Master, he met a beautiful lady and he couldn't take his eyes off her.  He danced with her all night.

26. C o'R
Really?

27. POLLY
Oh, she had this long red hair that sparkled in the light.  Well you might see her tonight, for there's another ball.

28. C o' R
Oh no, I'm much too tired.  You go and tell me all about it.

SCENE  11
INT    THE  BALLROOM
MUSIC ONLY

SCENE  12
INT   THE  KITCHEN

29. C o' R
Well, was she there?

30. POLLY
Oh yes and Young Master wouldn't dance with anyone else.  It's the last ball tonight.  And if she's there, what will Young Master do?  

31. C o' R
And what will she do, I wonder?

32. POLLY
Won't you come and see?

33. C o' R
No, I'm much too tired.  You go and tell me all about it.

SCENE  13
INT    THE  BALLROOM
SONG  OVER



After this night shall I see him no more?


Does he really love me, how can I be sure?


How can I know if he’s what he seems to be?


After the ball will he still want me?


After this night, when shall we dance again?


Will he search till he finds me and heal my pain?

34. Y. MR
Why do you refuse to tell me your name?

35. C o' R
My name is not what I am.

36. Y. MR
Well, where do you come from?

37. C O'R
From a place I shall not see again.


I must go 

38. Y. MR
if I cannot see you again, I shall die.  

39. C o'R
If you really love me, you will find me.

40. Y. MR   
Please take this ring as a token of my love..

41. FRIENDS
Ah, ah there you are!  Ah!  Where have you been?   Finally.  We've been looking everywhere for you!
SCENE  14
INT   THE  KITCHEN

42. NARR 
The Young Master searched everywhere for his nameless love.

43. NARR
He grew desperate and lost his appetite for life.

SCENE  15
INT    THE  KITCHEN
44. POLLY
Cook!  Cook!  You must make some gruel for Young Master, who's dying for love of the lady.


Quickly!  You must make it now.  Mistress is frantic.

45. C o' R
Let me make it, Cook.  Th..th..then you can get on with the dinner.

46. COOK
You ought not to, ooh but seeing as I'm that busy...don't let it burn, mind!  I'll take it up when it's ready.

SCENE  16
INT   YOUNG  MASTER'S  BEDROOM
47. COOK
Mistress said I was to make sure you had some, sir.

48. Y.  MR
Cook!  Who made this gruel?
49. COOK
Why, I d..did of course, sir.

50. Y. MR
You did not.  Say who did and no harm will come to you.

51. COOK
Well then, it were Cap o' Rushes, sir.

52. Y.  MR
Send her here immediately!

53. Y. MR
C..come in.
54. Y. MR
Did you make this gruel?
55. C 0' R
Yes, I did.

56. Y.  MR
Where did you get this ring?
57. C O' R
From him who gave it me.

58. Y. MR
But you can't.....
59. C o' R
You're not, you're not well.

60. Y. MR
Forgive me.  I shall recover quickly now.  

But will you tell me now who you really are?

61. C o' R
You will discover everything...

62. Y. MR
On our wedding day - Very well.  It will be the finest wedding ever - we shall invite everyone!

SCENE  18
INT    THE  GREAT  HOUSE
NARRATION:
A great company assembled for the wedding, including Cap O'Rushes' father.

MISTRESS:


 Fetch cook!

64. COOK
It was Cap O'..I mean Young Mistress, ma'am, she told me to leave the salt off.  I told her that would be rare nasty, but she said to me that don't matter. 

65. Y. MR
Good sir, I'm sorry if our feast has distressed you.

66. FATHER
I beg your pardon, sir.  I did not mean to be sad at your wedding, but I am reminded of the daughter I have lost.  Once I asked her how much she loved me and she answered - "As much as fresh meat loves salt."  Fool that I was, I drove her from my house, for I thought she didn't love me.  And now I have tasted your meat, I know she loved me better than anyone and I shall never see her again.

67. C O' R
Oh, Father

68. FATHER
Oh, my daughter, my treasure, is it really you?

69. C O' R
This is my father.  I lost him and with him all that was mine.  Then I found a new love, 


who helped me find the love that I had lost.

THE  END
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