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SCENE ONE

1. NARR:
[V/O] In ancient legend when tigers are as old as this one, all they want to do is become human. 
2. NARR:
[V/O]So when the storm smashed a hole in the mountain he thought he'd begin to live like a human, and at least get a roof over his head.

3. TIGER:
You must practise the magic arts written on these walls for five whole days and five whole nights then you will inherit the power to take any human shape at any time.


Wow! 

4. NARR:
[V/O]For five days and nights the tiger stayed in the cave  reading and practising the ancient spell until one day...

6. TIGER:
Hey?  What's this?  What's my tail still doing here?

7. TIGER:
(READING ALOUD) But, if you have a tail, you must eat three children at the same time before sundown on the third day of the third month.  Only then shall your tail disappear.

8. TIGER:
Oh, come on!  On the third day of the third month!  But, that's today!  I've got to get down to the village straight away and grab those children, or else I'll have to wait another whole year.

SCENE 2

9. WATER BUFFALO:

Moo!

10. TIGER:
Hello, my boy.  You've got a hard job there.  Come and have a sweet.  They're free.

11. BOY:
Free? Really?! 

12. TIGER:
Yep.  They're really free.  Here, take one.

13. BOY:
Oh, thanks.

14. TIGER:
Why is everything so quiet around here?  Where is everyone?

15. BOY:
Mr. Wang's daughter is getting married today and everyone's gone into town to help get things ready.

16. TIGER:
Rats! Has everyone gone then?  What about the children?  Are any of the children still at home?

17. BOY:
Why do you ask?

18. TIGER:
Er… Er ... I want to give them some sweets.

19. BOY:
Oh, well, that house over there belongs to Mother Lin.  She has 3 children and I think they're at home.

20. BOY:
Why not go … What’s happening?

21. TIGER:
Ha! Ha! Ha!  Sweet dreams!  


(HE REVERTS TO HIS ANIMAL TIGER FORM)  I'll get him to the cave before he wakes up and then... just two more to find.

SCENE 3

22. A-MEI:
Ma, how beautiful these clothes are.  Are they all for Mr. Wang's daughter?

23. MOTHER: Yes and when you get married I'll make beautiful clothes for you too.

23a. A-MEI:
Wow!

23b. A-XIANG:
Wow!

24. MOTHER:
Where is Third Aunt? 

25. MOTHER:
She said she would come over early to look after 


A-Qiang, Oh dear.

26. A-XIANG:
I bet she bumped into sixth Aunt on the road, got talking and forgot the time. 

27. MOTHER:
A-Xiang, you shouldn't speak about people like that.  Look, I'll have to go on ahead.  When Third Aunt arrives, come and join me oh and bring those fireworks for the party.

28. A-XIANG:
I hate Third Aunt.  She never stops talking.

29. MOTHER:  That's enough.  If you’re a good boy A-Qiang I’ll bring you some sweets.  Now go to sleep for Third Aunt, Oh .... and don't give her any trouble.  Well I’ll be off then.  I’ll see you girls at the wedding.  

30. A-XIANG:
A-Mei, there's still no sign of Third Aunt.   We’re going to miss the wedding.  Let’s go! A-Qiang’s asleep and Third Aunt can’t be long now.

31. A-MEI:
What!? We can’t leave him.

32. A-XIANG:
Maybe you can’t, but I can! 

33. A-MEI:
A-Xiang!

SCENE 4

33A. A-XIANG:
 (HUMMING TO HERSELF) La, La, La, La, La.

34. TIGER:
Little girl, how pretty you are.  Come, have a sweet - they're free.

35. A-XIANG:
Free? Really?!

36. TIGER:
Do you live in Mother Lin's house over there?

37. A-XIANG:
Hmm-mmm.  She's my mother.

38. TIGER:
There are two more in your family, right?

39. A-XIANG:
(CHEWING AND NODDING) Hm-mmm.  I've got a sister and a brother.

40. TIGER:
Wonderful!

41. A-XIANG:
What?

42. TIGER:
Er... Er … I said what wonderful children they must be if they’re even half as pretty as you….

43. TIGER:
Two down and one to go.

SCENE 5

44. TIGER:
Lee’s sweets! Try one for free!

45. A-QIANG:
Sweets!

46. A-MEI:
Sorry, baby.  I can't open the door.  When Ma comes home she’ll bring you some sweets.

47. TIGER:
Little girl, please … er … open the door and …and … give me a glass of water.

48. A-MEI:
I … I'm sorry, until my Aunt comes I…I can't open the door. H…Help yourself from our well.

49. TIGER:
Rats! Not much time left.   What's this?
Scene 6
50. Tiger: 
Hello, my dear.  Won't you try one of my delicious free sweets?

51. T AUNT: 
Lee’s sweets!  My favourite!

52. T AUNT:
Oh, I'd love a sweet, but I can't.  My teeth are nearly all gone.  

53. T AUNT:   
Anyway, I can't stop, my niece will be waiting.   Mr Wang’s daughter is getting married today and my niece is helping out and I offered to look after her son.  I’d planned to go myself, but Mr Wang was afraid that if I went I’d make his daughter look plain so I decided against it.  I’m glad I won’t have to look after that spoilt A-Xiang.  Her younger sister A-Mei’s a good girl.  Everyone says she takes after me, that she's as beautiful as me  ...

54. Tiger: 
Dear lady, I see you have had a long and tiring walk.  Why not let me carry you the rest of the way?

55. T AUNT: 
That's very kind of you!  Now, I'm not one to boast, but when I was young there were lots of young men who competed ... 

56.Tiger: 
Dear lady, it would be an honour.

56A.T. AUNT:
OOOOOOOOOH! AAAAAAH!  


57. T AUNT: 
What are you doing?  What are you doing?  You have no right to do this to me.  Just because I'm beautiful...

58. TIGER:
Now to get one last child!

Scene 7
59. Tiger: 
A-Mei, A-Xiang, my dears, open the door.

60. A-MEI: 
Is that you Third Aunt?  You sound strange.

61. Tiger:
Of course it's me, you silly girl.  And after offering to look after A-Qiang I don’t expect to be kept outside waiting. Not that I mind missing the wedding, Mr Wang said that I would be doing him a favour by not going. He was afraid that if I went I would make his daughter look plain….

62. A-MEI: 
Come in Third Aunt!
63. A-MEI: 
Why are you so late? 

64. TIGER:
Don't be angry with me dear. Where’s your sister 


A-Xiang? 

65. A-MEI:
She went on ahead. She couldn’t wait.

66. TIGER:
That was very thoughtless of her, wasn’t it? Well you hurry along now and catch her up, I’ll look after 


A-Qiang. 

67. A-MEI:
Bye.

68. A-MEI:
Third Aunt! Behind you! A snake!

71. A-MEI:
A tiger!


TIGER TRANSFORMS.  A-MEI LAYS TRAPS.


TIGER SNATCHES A-QIANG.

72. A-MEI:
A-Qiang! 

SCENE 8

73. X-XIANG/

COWHERD:
(SCREAMING)
AAAAAHH!
74. T.AUNT:
(MUFFLED NOISES) Mmmmmm!

75. TIGER:
Now that I have the ingredients... to complete the spell... nothing can stop me! All I have to do now is eat you!

X-XIANG/

COWHERD:
(SCREAMING)
AAAAAHH!

77. A-MEI:
Hey! Let them go!

78. A-MEI:
Wrong answer!

79. A-MEI:
We've got to get out of here! Fast!

80. TIGER:
Rats! 

SCENE 9
82. MOTHER:
A-Mei!  What on earth is going on?  I was on my way back from the wedding when I heard this almighty noise!
83. A-MEI:
Mother! There was a tiger who tried to eat us.

84. A-XIANG:
A-Mei saved my life.

85. BOY:
And mine.

86. T.AUNT:
(MUFFLED NOISES) Mmmmmmm!

87. MOTHER:
Are you all right?

88. T AUNT:
Phew!  What a narrow escape. When I was young I met more than my fair share of tigers and wolves.  

89. A-MEI:
Tut!

90. T.AUNT:
They stuck to me day and night like flies, making my head quite swim but you know what, when that villain stopped me I knew something was amiss... and another thing....

91. BABY:
Would somebody please put that gag back on her! I am trying to get some sleep!
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