That’s me!

In six ten-minute programmes, That’s me! takes you on a tour through the British Isles, from the south of England to the Highlands of Scotland, from Connemara in Ireland to Pembrokeshire in the very west of Wales. 
What originally triggered the idea was our wish to portray young people living far away from well-known London. This aim is stressed by the footage introducing each programme. We expect the students watching the series to compare their everyday life with the situation of their English speaking peers, asking themselves questions like, “Is this the way we live?”, “What is similar to my way of  living, and what is different?” Hopefully, their answers will encourage them to express their opinions and, by doing so, practise their English, which of course is the ultimate goal.  
That’s me! is a documentary. Our young collaborators themselves suggested what to focus on and they appear in real, everyday situations. They invite us into their homes to meet their families, introduce us to friends and grown-ups important to them, show us the surroundings, take us to their schools and have us accompany them when practising their hobbies and spare time activities.

Another thing that makes this series unusual is the fact that it is unscripted. We encouraged the protagonists to use their own way of expressing themselves. However, to vouch for clarity and comprehension, their language is controlled. We urged them to articulate well without changing their accent, which of course is genuine, and we made sure they avoided complicated sentence structure as well as tricky words or expressions. 

That’s me! focuses on things these young people have in common with their peers (relations, pocket money, hobbies, etc) as well as such cultural aspects and differences that may be of interest to the students. It is our intention - and hope - that the programmes will work both as a stimulus for group discussions and as a means to improve the students’ knowledge and understanding of cultural dissimilarities. Last but not least, the series may open up new perspectives. 
Anna Nordqvist








Christer Bermheden
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1
Suggestions

Each programme is presented below, and along with additional information you will find suggestions of words to explain before showing the video. You will also be provided with a synopsis of the programme, which is intended as benefit to the teacher. Therefore, to make sure the students will see the programmes with a fresh mind, we suggest you don’t reveal any of its contents in advance.
1
Write the listed words on the blackboard or a transparency and explain them to help your students follow the programme.

2
Hand out the chart - you will find two versions below - and ask the students to read it through to get an idea of what details to focus on.

3
Run the video and then tell the students to fill in the information on the chart. Urge them to jot down just a few words or numbers for each part in the chart and to avoid longer sentences.

4
Run the video a second time - preferably the subtitled version - to allow the students to add information they missed the first time and to make it possible for them to answer the comprehension questions. By watching the programme a second time - and with the support of the subtitles - the students will become more acquainted with the language, and this will help them with the Words and phrases-exercises on the worksheet.

4
Listen to the students’ answers to the questions and make necessary corrections.
5
Tell the students to do the exercises under Words and phrases.

6
To round off, ask the students to work in pairs and, with the help of the chart, retell what they have learned about the protagonist.

2 Charts
With one or two exceptions, all six programmes provide information on the following subjects. As the students will remember a lot of information without writing down all the details, they will only have to jot down a few words or a number. For example, about school, they could write last year, 2 years left, in Year 11, prefect, etc. If the programme doesn’t say anything about the subject, tell them to write NI (No information).

Choose either of the charts below, copy and hand it out before showing the video.

	NAME
	

	LIVES IN REGION/TOWN/AREA


	

	FAMILY


	

	SCHOOL


	

	HOBBIES/INTERESTS


	

	FRIENDS


	

	/POCKET/ MONEY
	

	HOPES FOR THE FUTURE
	


	
	George
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3 Presentation of the programmes
1 George in Bournemouth

Words to explain

barbecue a way to cook food out of doors
be fine with accept
clubbing going to nightclubs
cosy comfortable (and warm)

fall out with stop being friendly with

greenhouse shed with walls and roof of glass used for growing vegetables
moody getting angry or without warning
pond small area of water
pros and cons good things and bad things

quid pound
rehearse practise a play or a music programme
suburb small area outside the city centre
supportive helpful
tidy clean
wind somebody up say things that annoy somebody 
wood burner fireplace
Synopsis

Intro: Footage from the Bournemouth area.

Georgina Loynes, who prefers to be called George, is 16, goes to a girls’ school and lives in Bournemouth in the south of England with her parents and her two sisters, one of whom is her twin. 

We meet George on her way home from school. She introduces herself and takes us on a short tour through her home. 

George and Joe, making use of the fact that they are identical twins, play a trick on a person that George has an appointment with.

Back at the house, the two sisters talk about how being identical twins affects their everyday life. We listen in on a short family teatime conversation and meet George’s boyfriend. 

Some of her friends answer questions about over 18s clubs, drugs, pocket money, parents, schoolwork, what time they have to be home in the evenings and what they do in their spare time.

We pay a visit to George’s school, and the programme ends with her talking about her interest in music and dance as well as her hopes for the future.

Additional information
The school system in England and Wales
	
	Age 17-18
	6th form   A-level exams

	
	Age 16-17
	

	
	Age 15-16
	Year 11  GCSE exams, after which you can leave school

	
	Age 14-15
	Year 10

	SECONDARY SCHOOL
	Age 13-14
	Year 9

	
	Age 12-13
	Year 8

	
	Age 11-12
	Year 7

	
	Age 10-11
	Year 6

	
	Age 9-10
	Year 5

	PRIMARY SCHOOL
	Age 8-9
	Year 4

	
	Age 7-8
	Year 3

	
	Age 6-7
	Year 2

	
	Age 5-6
	Year 1


George goes to Bournemouth School for Girls - one of the Top 200 state schools.

The 6th-formers are the students studying for their A-levels (advanced level), and three or four A-levels are necessary for entrance to a university.
George is in Year 11 and normally wears black and white.
The lower-grade students wear a blue sweater and a blue skirt.
GCSE is short for General Certificate of Secondary Education
2 Graham in Inverness

Words to explain

bother annoy, irritate

challenge a new and difficult task
clan group of families
crime rate number of crimes
enjoy like

fitness good physical condition
glen narrow and deep mountain valley
knackered exhausted, very tired
leaflet brochure

loch lake
P.E. (=Physical Education), sport
prefect pupil with extra responsibilities

responsibility the right or duty to make decisions and act
sneak out get away without being seen
sporran purse or small bag hanging from the belt in front of the kilt

tartan Scottish checked cloth with lines in different colours crossing at right angles
topic a subject you discuss or write about
Synopsis

Intro: Footage from the Scottish Highlands. 

Graham Finlayson is a 16-year-old secondary school student living in Inverness, Scotland with his mum, dad and two younger sisters. He is interested in sports and music and is also an executive member of the Highland Youth Parliament.

The programme starts with Graham, walking home from school after a tough day with Higher exams. He is dressed in his school uniform, which he always wears as a prefect. 
In the next scene, we find him playing the guitar, before he packs his football trunk and rushes off to a training session with the school team.

The football coach arranges a few practice games, talks to the viewers about Graham and his role in the team, and then blows his whistle to start the game.  
When Graham leaves the football training, he stops to talk to two of his schoolmates who are having a conversation in Gaelic. As Graham doesn’t speak Gaelic, they switch to English and compliment him on his performance on the football pitch.

We sit in on a meeting with the local executive committee of the Youth Voice, and Graham proudly talks about the drug awareness video and leaflet that Youth Voice has produced and tells us about their next project.

Graham introduces his family. They prepare the evening meal and then play some traditional Scottish music together.

To teach us a little about Scottish traditions, Graham dresses up in his Highland dress and briefs us on the use of some of the typical items. His dad, who plays the bagpipes, talks about traditional music and, before saying goodbye, Graham talks about what he hopes to do after leaving school.

Additional information
The school system in Scotland
	
	Age 17-18
	6th year  - More Highers or Advanced Highers (A-level equivalent)

	
	Age 16-17
	5th Year – Higher Exams which count for University entrance. Up to 5 subjects are studied.

	SECONDARY SCHOOL
	Age 15-16
	4th Year Standard Grade exams, after which you can leave school. Students sit about 8 subjects.

	
	Age 14-15
	3rd Year

	
	Age 13-14
	2nd Year

	
	Age 12-13
	1st Year

	
	Age 11-12
	Primary 7

	
	Age 10-11
	Primary 6

	
	Age 9-10
	Primary 5

	PRIMARY SCHOOL
	Age 8-9
	Primary 4

	
	Age 7-8
	Primary 3

	
	Age 6-7
	Primary 2

	
	Age 5-6
	Primary 1


Graham is a student at Millburn Academy, a mixed (or co-ed) school. He is studying for five Highers in English, Maths, Physics, Chemistry and Geography.

At Graham’s school, only the prefects wear a school uniform.

The Youth Voice Executive Committee meets once a month and along with the rest of the Youth Voice works to create better opportunities for young people in the Highlands. They try to make contacts with other countries and have had a visit from members of a Norwegian Youth Voice Group. 

In addition to the travel card Graham speaks about on the video, Youth Voice also hopes to produce a card for students with dysfunctions (autism, DAMP, etc) to help them avoid being picked on or told off for not acting ‘correctly’  on buses, trains or when meeting people unfamiliar with their problems (teachers, shop assistants, police officers, etc).

Their website address is www.highlandyouthvoice.org.

3 Naela in Bristol

Words to explain

be into something  be very interested in

caring helpful and loving

community the people who live in a particular area
confidence belief in yourself and your qualities
convert change

dedication the will to give time and effort to something
diary a book where you write about what happens in your life day by day
dyslexic having difficulty with reading (and writing)
entertainment activities that give people pleasure, such as music, films, TV
environment the natural world of land, sea, animals and plants
fairly rather

feel comfortable feel relaxed and confident

get left behind be at a lower level than others because you’re not as quick at understanding
practise keep doing things in order to do it better

stage school a school where you study drama 
suspension bridge a bridge that is supported from above by cables
vocal skills the ability to sing
window-shopping looking at goods without buying

Synopsis

Intro: Footage from Bristol

Naela Rose is 14. She and her family, mum and two younger sisters, are very close. They live in St. Werburghs, a small residential area in Bristol, south England. 

Naela receives us at St. Werburghs Climbing Centre (which used to be a church!) where she introduces herself and does a bit of climbing coached by one of the instructors.

She then introduces her mum and her sisters, Lanie and Daisy. Naela is dyslexic, as are both her sisters. She talks about her dyslexia and at the kitchen table, she helps one of her sisters with her homework. To help remember the spelling of tricky words they use specially designed rhymes, so called mnemonics.

Naela meets up with some of her friends in the park just outside the cathedral and we accompany them when window-shopping in the city centre.

We are invited to spend some time with the family at their house which they are about to renovate. Naela tells her mum and sisters how she wants her room to look and shows them sketches and colour samples.

We attend a session with Naela’s singing group at Studio 7 and listen to the group doing voice training and singing with their teacher.

Finally, Naela talks about her dreams of being a musical artist. 

Additional information

St. Werburghs Climbing Centre
The members of the climbing centre pay a one-pound membership fee each year and when they go there to climb they pay 6£, which allows them to spend the whole day at the centre.

There are very strict rules and you must wear ropes and a helmet when climbing. You usually climb in pairs and try different routes, each one marked with a colour, which means you are only allowed to use grips painted in the colour of that route. The routes are graded from 3 to 8B.

When the church was converted into a climbing centre, over £250,000 was invested in the project. The centre is now one of the biggest in Britain and often arranges competitions between schools. It is also frequently used by inner-city schools for P.E.-lessons. The centre takes on young offenders on probation to help them get work experience and resume a normal life. In fact, Mike, the coach appearing on the video, was sent here after committing criminal offences. He is now running the centre. “Working here has kept me out of trouble for 8 years,” he told us. 

Dyslexia
Because of her dyslexic problems, Naela left school after Year 9, went to a dyslexia centre for one year and is now studying Performing Arts at a college close to where she lives. Her diploma will be equivalent to GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education), i.e. the final stage of the compulsory school system.

At the dyslexia school, which Lanie now goes to, there are 14 children. They spend a year at the school, and in addition to practising reading and writing, they learn by doing and watching video, films, etc. 

Other rhymes: 

WHITE - WHat Insects Tease Eagles?

EXCELLENT - Elephants X-ray Cats Eating Lovely Large Eggs - Not Toast 

4
Róisín in Carna

Words to explain

accordion musical instrument as big as a box which is played by pressing keys and buttons while moving the two sides together and apart
busy having a lot to do

confidence belief in yourself and your qualities
employee the person who is paid to work
employer the person that you work for
guilty unhappy because you have done something wrong
improvement the act of making something better
introduce someone present someone by name
keep fit exercise to stay healthy
opportunity chance

order the food or drink a guest has asked for at a restaurant

P.E. (=Physical Education), sport
purse small bag you can keep your money in

spoilt expecting to get everything one asks for

tin whistle musical instrument looking like a pipe with holes
unspoiled beautiful and unchanged
waitress serve customers at a restaurant; woman who serves customers at a restaurant
wilderness area of untouched land

Synopsis

Intro: Footage from Connemara, Ireland

Róisín Folan is 16 and lives in the small village of Carna, Connemara in the west of Ireland, not far from Galway City. Her native language is Irish, but like the rest of her family - parents and her younger sister and brother, she also speaks English.

Róisín welcomes us to Connemara (in Irish, of course) and then invites us into her house to meet her family. Her mum and dad are having a workout in the specially designed training room, and upstairs her brother and sister are playing video games.

We visit the village, where Róisín mails a letter outside the little post office and then we enter the church. Róisín talks about how religion plays an important part both to herself and the villagers.

Then we go with her to her basketball training. She introduces us to her coach and we watch a short training session.

Back at the house, we take part in a get-together where some of Róisín’s friends play traditional Irish music and perform a dance.

Róisín does part-time work at the local hotel, serving guests in the bar. We join her and get an opportunity to watch some more Gaelic dancing.

The next scene takes us to Galway City where Róisín goes to both a dance class and a drama lesson on Saturdays. 

We then go with her to her aunt’s house, where she meets up with her best friends to get prepared for a night out. The three girls chat and laugh before leaving to go to the cinema where she says goodbye to us.   
Additional information

The school system in Ireland
	
	Age 17-18
	6th year. Leaving certificate.7 subjects necessary. Results in Leaving will let you know what universities you will be accepted in.

	
	Age 16-17
	5th Year

	SECONDARY SCHOOL
	Age 15-16
	4th Year or Transition year (optional)

	
	Age 14-15
	3rd Year - Junior certificate. Practice for leaving school.

	
	Age 13-14
	2nd Year

	
	Age 12-13
	1st Year

	
	Age 11-12
	6th class

	
	Age 10-11
	5th class

	
	Age 9-10
	4th class

	PRIMARY SCHOOL
	Age 8-9
	3rd class

	
	Age 7-8
	2nd class

	
	Age 6-7
	1st class

	
	Age 5-6
	senior infants

	
	Age 4-5
	junior infants


Róisín is in 4th year and goes to Scoil Phobail Mhicdara public secondary school in Carna.
It is an all-Irish school, but all students also speak English.

5
Dominic in Cam

Words to explain

advantage good thing

advertisement announcement 
border dividing line between countries

commitment strong belief in an idea
demanding which takes a lot of time and effort
determination strong will
drawing producing a picture with a pencil

fitness good health
go for try hard to get something

impersonator person who imitates people’s speech and way of moving
in addition to besides

keep up continue with
lousy useless, very bad
oar long pole with a flat blade used when rowing
outing outdoor training session
pace oneself keep a steady rhythm
peaceful calm and quiet

sculler small, light rowing-boat used in races
sort out organize

Synopsis

Intro: Footage from the Cam area in Gloucestershire.

Dominic Ashworth, 14, lives in Cam, a small village in Gloucestershire in the south of England with his mother, father and younger sister. He goes to a state comprehensive school (Year 10) and is a keen rower.

Dominic introduces himself rowing on the canal.

In the next scene he and his friend Stuart prepare their double sculler for a training session. The coach gives them instructions and then they set off. During the session, Dominic explains the basics of rowing. 

After the training, Dominic’s father picks him up outside the boathouse. 

We then watch Dominic singing into a mic. We are at his house and he is trying to impersonate Mick Jagger of the Rolling Stones. His dad enters the frame and gives him instructions. 

During an interview with Dominic’s dad we realise he is a Mick Jagger look-alike and also one of Britain’s best Mick Jagger impersonators.

Dominic introduces his mother and sister.

We then set out to accompany Dominic on his daily early-morning paper round that he does six days a week to earn extra money.

After the paper round and a shower, Dominic comes down to find his schoolmate Luke already waiting for him. Late as usual, Dominic hurriedly collects his things and they rush off.

The last scene shows Dominic resting on his bed. It is Sunday and he tells us about his hectic life and his hopes to go to university where he can keep up his rowing. 

Additional information

Dominic is in Year 10 and goes to a co-ed school in Cam. He is in the top set and will probably go on to Oxford or Cambridge in a few years’ time.

The boats used by the rowers are carefully designed and the prices range from £2,000 for single scullers to £25,000 for eights, the boats used in the Boat Race (see below).

The National is the name of the British Rowing Championships held each year in Nottingham.

The Boat Race refers to the annual race between the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, which dates back about 150 years. It is hugely popular and Cambridge is winning (77-71 in 2003). In 1877 it was a dead heat.

British people take a great interest in look-alikes, and programmes on the issue frequently appear on TV. A very popular one is “Doubletake”, where Dom’s father Paul performs at intervals. Paul is highly praised and, unlike other performers, he is often photographed face on.

6
Amy in Haverfordwest

Words to explain

attention concentration

fabulous fantastic

insane crazy

lyrics words of a song

make use of use in order to do a job

nuisance person who causes problems
opportunity chance

prefer like better

purpose the reason to make or do something
put up with tolerate, accept

rehearsal practice of a play or a piece of music
revenge the act of punishing somebody who has hurt you

safe not dangerous

stage the area where actors or musicians perform
star play an important part in a film or play
stick a thin piece of wood
wash up clean plates and cups, etc after a meal

Synopsis

Intro: Footage from Pembrokeshire, Wales

Amy Howell lives in a small village in Pembrokeshire, southwest Wales with her parents and two younger brothers. She is 18 and a sixth-form student, which means she is in her last year and studying for her A-levels (Drama, Music and Textiles).

The programme starts with Amy introducing herself during a rehearsal with the school orchestra where she plays the viola. Amy is told off by the conductor.

She also has her own jazz band and before leaving the music hall we listen to some of their music.

We accompany her home and meet the family - her dad and grandmother doing the washing up, her mum riding their horse in the field, and her brothers Joe and Luke, Joe riding his motorbike at the back of the house and Luke playing the drums in the living room.

Amy does waitressing at the Ferry Inn at Milford Haven to earn extra money to pay for her viola lessons, and we watch her serving breakfast there.

We then go with her to the Torch Youth Theatre in Haverfordwest where the director has Amy and her fellow actors do a few exercises and then enact part of a play.

Amy says goodbye to us - in Welsh - and expresses her hopes to qualify as a drama student at an acting school next year.
Additional information

For school system, see p.00.

About a month after the video was shot at Haverfordwest, Amy and her band took part in a jazz song contest at the Royal Festival Hall in London. They were awarded the prize for the best composition and the song was Basically, the one they are rehearsing on the video.
Worksheet
George
Comprehension

1 What people, apart from ordinary tourists, go to Bournemouth in the summer?

2 What is Bournemouth famous for?


3 What are the good sides to being a twin, according to Joe and George?

4 And the bad sides?

5 What subject does Miss Perry teach?

6 How much pocket money does the tall blond boy get each week?

7 What does the dark girl do to earn extra pocket money?

8 What colours is George’s school uniform?
Extra:

Why do you think George’s dad says, “No one can die of starvation in just two days,
can they?”

Why doesn’t Joe always get on well with her dad?

Words and phrases

1 Match the words with the explanations by writing the correct numbers on the lines.

	1 barbecue

2 cosy

3 greenhouse

4 moody
	5 pond

6 suburb

7 tidy

8 twin


​​​__a shed with walls and roof made of glass used for growing vegetables

__a small area of water

__a way to cook food out of doors

__often becoming angry without warning

__comfortable (and warm)

__clean

__person born on the same day as his or her brother or sister

__a small area outside the city centre

2 Use the expressions in the box to replace the words in italics.

	do you mind

	fall out with

	the other way round

	be fine with

	pros and cons of


1 - I thought the man with the beard was your father and the short man with the hat was your brother.

- No, the short man is my father and the man with the beard is my uncle. 

2 I often have an argument with my boss.

3 If you want us to go fishing tomorrow, well, let’s do that.

4 Is it OK if I open the window?

5 We discussed the good sides and the bad sides to living in a big city.
Talk about it!

Girls’ schools/boys’ schools

Are there any girls’ schools or boys’ schools in your country? Are they common?

Would you prefer going to one? Why/why not?

What are the good and the bad sides to going to a girls’ school or a boys’ school?

Rules

What time do you have to be home in the evening?

What do your parents say if you want to stay overnight at a friend’s house?

What other rules do you have to obey?

School uniforms

Are school uniforms used in your country? If so, what do they look like?
What is your opinion about school uniforms? What are the pros and cons?

First names

What names can you think of that are used by both boys and girls?

Worksheet
Graham
Comprehension

1 What does a prefect do?

2 Why is Graham so tired after his day at school?

3 What sport did Graham devote his time to before he started to play football?

4 How did the school football team do in the Highland region this season?

5 What language are Graham’s two friends speaking in the schoolyard?

6 What is Youth Voice’s next project?

7 Why is Graham’s father ‘losing his hair’ according to Graham?

8 What are the family rules about helping in the kitchen?

Extra:

Why can’t Graham draw the blade of the knife?

What is the sporran mainly used for?

Words and phrases

1 Match the words with the explanations by writing the correct numbers on the lines.

	1 bother
2 comfortable

3 crime rate

4 enjoy
	5 knackered 

6 prefect

7 sneak out

8 topic


__physically relaxed

__get away without being seen

​​​__irritate

__like, find pleasure in

__number of illegal acts

__pupil with extra responsibilities

__subject of a discussion or conversation

__very tired, exhausted

2 Use the expressions in the box to replace the words in italics.

	be able to afford

	be on one’s way

	be successful

	be too happy about

	used to


1 Dad didn’t like the idea of lending me the car.

2 I haven’t got enough money to buy a new guitar.

3 Mel doesn’t see her aunt as often as she did a few years ago.
4 My football team has done very well this season.

5 We phoned Norah’s house, and her mum said Norah had already left and would be here in a few minutes.

Talk about it!

Prefects

Do schools in your country have prefects?

What could prefects do to help other students?

What kind of students would qualify as prefects?

Would you like to be a prefect? Why/why not?

Youth Voice

Is there a similar organisation in your country?

What can you do to make your voice heard?

What changes would you suggest to make life easier for young people?

Kitchen rules

What rules about helping in the kitchen have you agreed on in your family?
What is your opinion about the rules used at Graham’s house?

Worksheet
Naela
Comprehension

1 How many members are there at the climbing centre?
2 What does it mean to be dyslexic?

3 In what way did going to a dyslexia school help Naela?

4 Why doesn’t Lanie like Geography?

5 What does Lanie say Bristol is famous for?

6 Which words apply to the last help rule that the two sisters do together?

7 What colours will Naela have on the walls of her room?

8 How much do the students pay per session at Studio 7?

Extra:

What does Kizzy, who runs Studio 7, hope her students will do in the future?

What does Naela say she will do during her summer holidays?

Words and phrases

1 Match the words with the explanations by writing the correct letters on the lines.

	1 caring

2 convert

3 dyslexia
4 fairly
	5 practise

6 stomach
7 unusual

8 window-shopping


__change

​​​__difficulty with reading

__helpful and loving

__keep doing things in order to do it better

__looking at goods without buying

__not very common

__rather

__the front part of your body below your waist

2 Use the expressions in the box to replace the words in italics.

	be into something

	feel comfortable 

	get left behind

	hard work

	have a lot of fun


1 Dave is more at ease with his new classmates, because he knows them as they live in the same area as him.

2 My younger brothers are very interested in classical music.

3 Taking care of three younger brothers and sisters is very demanding. 
4 The three girls really enjoyed themselves during their holiday.

5 When I moved to Greece, I didn’t know the language, so I couldn’t keep up with the other children at school.

Talk about it!
Music

Does your country have a system of music schools or free music or singing lessons?

What instruments do you play? Do you sing?

Are you taking lessons? If so, how much do you have to pay?

Redecorating your room

How would  your family react if you asked permission to redecorate your room just the way you want it?

What changes would you like to make in your room?

Spelling

What spelling rhymes do you use?

Try to come up with English rhymes for WHICH, ENOUGH and EITHER.

Naela’s future

What do you think Naela will be doing in 10 years’ time?

Worksheet
Róisín
Róisín in Carna

Comprehension

1 What language does Róisín speak with her parents?
2 How many pupils are there at Róisín’s school?

3 How often does Róisín go to church?

4 What does Martha want Róisín’s advice on?

5 When practising her drama improvisation, what does Róisín say she has lost?

6 What are Róisín and her drama classmate supposed to do when the teacher claps her hands?

7 For how long has  Róisín been taking drama lessons?

8 Who is the lady that Róisín visits after her drama and dance classes in Galway?

Extra:

How do young people in Ireland learn to play traditional Irish music?

Words and phrases

1 Match the words with the explanations by writing the correct letters on the lines.

	1 busy

2 employee

3 employer

4 introduce
	5 opportunity

6 order

7 purse

8 spoilt


​​​__having a lot to do

__a person who is paid to work for somebody

__somebody who pays people to work for him or her

__present (someone) by name

__chance, a situation that makes it possible for you to do something you really want

__the food or drink a guest has asked for at a restaurant

__a small bag you can keep your money in

__expecting to get everything one asks for

2 Use the expressions in the box to replace the words in italics.

	come to think of it

	I’m sure they won’t mind

	it might be

	it’s a policy to

	keep fit


1 At my school, all the students have to wear a school uniform.
2 I’ll take the car and…I suddenly realised it’s better to leave it at home and catch the bus instead. The city centre will be crowded today as it’s Saturday.

3 Mum goes to gym sessions on Thursdays to stay healthy and strong.

4 Perhaps it’ll be better if you pick me up at about five. Then we’ll have time to do some shopping before we go to the cinema.

5  We can ask my parents to babysit tonight. I don’t think they’ll object.
Talk about it!

Religion

What is your religion? Is religion important in your life?

What do you do to practise your religion?

Róisín says, “If I don’t go to church, then I feel guilty.” What is your reaction to that?

Languages

Róisín speaks Irish and English, so she is bilingual. What is your native language?
How many languages do you speak?

What are the good sides to being bilingual? Are there any bad sides?
Worksheet
Dominic
Comprehension

1 What is Dominic’s and Stuart’s main focus this year?
2 What is the Boat Race? 

3 Why does Dominic prefer rowing to playing football?

4 In what kind of advertisement did Dominic’s dad appear that made him well-known all over England?

5 How many days a week does Dominic do his paper round?

6 What time does Dominic get up in the morning?

7 What does Dominic do on Sundays besides trying to rest?

8 What does Dominic hope to be able to do at university?

Extra:

Why is it an advantage for a rower to be tall?

What distance does Dominic row when doing distance outings?

Words and phrases

1 Match the words with the explanations by writing the correct numbers on the lines.

	1 advantage

2 border

3 demanding

4 drawing
	5 fit in

6 impersonator

7 peaceful

8 sort out


__a way in which one thing is better than another

__calm and quiet

__a dividing line between two countries

__producing a picture with a pencil

__someone who imitates other people’s way of speaking and moving

__hard and time consuming

__organize

__make room for

2 Use the expressions in the box to replace the words in italics.

	go for

	have a fight over

	in addition to

	keep up

	mind


1 During my last year at school, I’ll work hard and try to get top grades in all subjects.

2 Mum and my sister often argue about pocket money.
3 Terry is very talented and I do hope he’ll go on playing golf.

4 When you enter, watch the glass splinters on the floor!

5 Working at the restaurant gives me good extra money as well as important working experience.

Talk about it!

Competing

What do you think drives Dominic on? Why does he train so hard?
Which is more important to Dominic - school or rowing? Give reasons for your answer.

Money

What do you do to earn extra money?

What is your opinion about young people having to work to get extra money?

Organizing your life

How do you balance schoolwork and social life?

What can Dominic do to organize his life better?

Worksheet
Amy
Comprehension

1 What do most people in Pembrokeshire do for a living?
2 What is the school orchestra rehearsing for?

3 Why does Amy prefer jazz to classical music?

4 Who is the lady helping Amy’s dad with the washing up?

5 Where does she live?

6 What is Luke’s favourite band?

7 How many hours does Amy have to work to pay for one viola lesson?

8 Who are Elektra and her brother in the play planning to kill?

Extra:

What is the main purpose of the simple stick exercise?

What is the name of the orchestra that Amy goes on a summer course with each year?

Words and phrases

1 Match the words with the explanations by writing the correct numbers on the lines.

	1 attention

2 fabulous

3 insane

4 lyrics
	5 opportunity

6 rehearsal

7 safe

8 wash up


__chance, situation which makes it possible for you to do what you hope to do

__clean plates and cups, etc after a meal

__concentration

__crazy

__fantastic, wonderful

__not dangerous

__practice of a play or a piece of music in preparation of a performance

__words of a song

2 Use the expressions in the box to replace the words in italics.

	keep somebody busy

	make use of

	prefer something to something else

	put up with

	to top it all


1 Don swears all the time. I can’t understand why his parents tolerate that kind of language!

2 It was the best concert I’ve been to, and, as an extra bonus, all the members of the band gave me their autographs.

3 Many people like tea more than coffee.
4 Sal hopes she’ll be helped by her musical talent at the stage school.

5 There’s so much to do here. The garden certainly gives me a lot of work.
Talk about it!

Housework

How do the members of your family organise the housework?
Does everyone do his or her share?

What housework chores do the male members of your family do?

Family and friends

Where do your grandparents live? How often do you get to see them? 
To some people, family is very important? What part does your family play in your life?  
How many really good friends do you have? How would you describe a really good friend?

Pets

What pets do you have at home?

Why do people have pets?

What are the pros and cons of having pets? 

Music

What options does the school system in your country offer, if you want to study art,
music or dance?

Is music important to you? In what way?
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